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An interesting article in the August 1984 issue of US Catholic entitled "The Catechism Crisis: 
Can Catholics pass Religion 101?" has prompted a wide response from people who have read 
this insight on Catholic education today. Though the Catholic Church in the United States has 
over 7.5 million young people under religious instruction, with 3.2 million in Catholic schools, the 
author maintains that “by old catechism measurements the church is raising a generation if not 
of religious illiterates, then of individuals with a bare knowledge of the details of doctrine.”!
The article cites the reasons for such ignorance to a declining emphasis on basis in religious 
education as well as some inadequate texts. But much of the religious illiteracy and indifference 
of today's generation is due to parents according to one CCD teacher who was interviewed and 
who maintains that if parents are indifferent about Mass attendance, children will be too. If 
parents do not have a knowledge of their faith, most likely the children won't either. !
Today's religious instruction emphasizes good works and Christ-like living in the context of 
Christian values. Yet, issue oriented classes are only successful when students have the 
knowledge whereby moral choices are made. !
Others interviewed in the article stated that we have lost an historical consciousness of why 
certain things were important or why they occurred. Students are unable "to distinguish between 
levels of importance. 'Jesus is the Son of God' and 'the Pope wants nuns to wear habits' are 
equal statements to them." On the other hand, another person adds, "The world, after all, is not 
a particularly better place, nor society itself more Christian because the senior generation could 
recite the ten commandments.”!
What is the response we might offer to this article? I believe there is a real need to share the 
teachings of our Church with our total Catholic population, from child to adult. Religious 
education is a lifetime process. Such education must also include formation whereby we transfer 
the teaching of the Gospel and the Church to life situations. Moreover, we cannot afford to 
compromise by taking the approach of a strong personalism over and against the community of 
the Church, or by a spiritual emotionalism which doesn't recognize the gift of the intellect, or by 
a refusal to recognize the renewal of the Church today. !
As a new school year begins next week, I urge parents to enroll their children in Catholic 
schools if they are available in their community. Catholic schools, according to recent studies, 
remain the greatest source for responsible adult Christian living in the Church. I urge parents to 
enroll their children in religious education classes not only to receive the sacraments, but to 
learn each year what it means to be a member of the Church today. I urge adults to continue 
their religious education and formation this coming year by study, prayer and reflection and by 
their participation in RENEW. !
Are we raising a generation of Catholic illiterates? The answer is found when we look not only at 
what we teach but how we live and practice our faith. Do sports have more importance than 
religion in our public and Catholic schools? Does the hunting season or a college or high school 
game have precedence over Sunday Liturgy? The answers to these and similar questions tell us 
perhaps more than what we want to know. 
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