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As we celebrate our 75th anniversary as the Church of Eastern Montana, it has been interesting 
to talk with a number of people throughout our Diocese. Over and over again, as people reflect 
on their Catholic heritage, strong mention is given to the value of Catholic education and the 
important place it has in the life of the Catholic community. As a new school year begins, it 
would be good to offer some reflections on the importance of Catholic education in our Diocese 
today. !
Baptism offers us the gift of God's life. Life, however, needs to grow and develop. This is true of 
human life, and it is especially true of our life as Christians. Growth occurs within Christian life 
through the Eucharist and the other sacraments. But it also grows and develops and becomes 
mature through our understanding and appreciation of our Catholic faith. For this reason, it has 
been a tradition in our own country to provide the means whereby children are offered the 
opportunity to grow in their faith through Catholic education from grade school through college. 
Ideally, this is accomplished through Catholic education from grade school through college. 
Ideally, this is accomplished through Catholic schools in our communities. Where this is not 
possible, parishes should provide religious instruction programs for young people from pre-
school years through 4th year of high school. !
Today, for many reasons, it is not easy to operate Catholic schools, but still the Catholic school 
at the grade school, high school, and college level is a very important part of the Church's 
mission. More than any other factor, the financial demands of Catholic education become a 
heavy burden for a parish, a community, and a diocese. However, when one looks at the results 
of the investment made, the material cost of Catholic education is a bargain. !
Hopefully, Catholic schools provide an opportunity for education which offers all that the public 
school does, but MORE. In Catholic education, values of our tradition and faith are shared; 
opportunities on a regular basis are offered for the reception of the sacraments; and a lived 
witness is given by the teachers to the values involved. Not only parents of children attending 
Catholic schools share in the benefits of Catholic education; the entire community does. At the 
heart of Catholic education is the Catholic teacher in our schools. They are definitely a gifted 
and dedicated group of people - clergy, religious and laity. As employees of our Church which 
teaches and preaches the importance of a just wage, teachers, whether religious or lay, should 
be offered financial recompense and benefits which will help them fulfill their responsibilities to 
their religious communities and their families. In almost every one of our Catholic schools in the 
Diocese, the tuition involved does not even come close to reaching this goal. The local parish or 
community and diocese must be of assistance to the maintenance and growth of Catholic 
schools in our diocese. At the same time, hopefully, tuition costs should not prevent a family 
from enrolling their children in Catholic schools of our Diocese. That is why I suggested recently 
the possibility of establishing a Diocesan Scholarship Fund which could be used to help young 
people receive a Catholic education who are in financial need. What do you think and would you 
be willing to help? 
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Throughout our country today, there is a renewed appreciation for the value of Catholic 
education. Many dioceses and communities are talking about establishing new elementary and 
high school educational systems. That is a dream well worth considering in our own Diocese. 
But such a dream involves the commitment of not only parents, but the entire Catholic 
community to assume this obligation in order to provide young people with the resources to 
become well-informed and dedicated adult Catholics of tomorrow.!
If Catholic education is to succeed, it must offer an excellent educational program. It must 
address the needs of the total child. But if Catholic education is to fulfill its purpose, it must do 
even more. It must offer the young person of today an understanding and appreciation of our 
Catholic faith and the opportunities to grow in that faith through the Eucharist and other 
sacraments. As a new school year begins, may I express my gratitude and appreciation to all 
those involved in Catholic education in our diocese in our Catholic schools. May I also express 
my thanks to parents and the entire Catholic community for their support and endorsement of 
Catholic education in our Diocese. !
May I ask you to continue to be as generous as possible to the cause of Catholic education with 
the hope that we will be able to offer our dedicated teachers and administrators not only a just 
wage and benefits, but also offer to the future the establishment of new Catholic schools in our 
Diocese. That would be a tremendous gift we could offer the future. Finally, may I ask parents 
enrolling their children in school this year to consider enrolling them in a Catholic school if one is 
available in your community. Your children are our future. !

++++++++++!
As the summer comes to a quick conclusion, the travels still continue throughout the diocese. 
This past week I was once again in Billings and traveled on to Sacred Heart Church in Terry last 
Thursday evening for a Farewell Mass with Fr. Anthony Walsh who will be retiring September 
1st. It is good to be able to celebrate with Fr. Walsh and to express the gratitude of the Diocese 
for his many years of faithful service to the people of Eastern Montana. Afterwards I returned to 
Billings to visit with the leaders in the Marriage Encounter movement. The weekend was spent 
at Custer and Pompey's Pillar and it was great to be able to visit the people and to celebrate 
Mass with them. On Sunday afternoon, a return to Billings and a brief visit to St. Bernard's for a 
pot-luck welcoming the new staff. Two press conferences are scheduled this week in Billings 
and Great Falls to share with the media our plans for the 75th anniversary year. I hope to take 
the Labor Day weekend off for a few days rest before going on to a meeting in Washington, D.C. 
for the Bishop's Committee on Priestly Formation. This is an interesting committee on which I 
serve and it offers me the opportunity to continue my interest in the formation and education of 
young men for priesthood. Once again, may I ask your prayers that young people in our Diocese 
will consider a vocation to the religious life and priesthood. The following weekend will be filled 
with our first meeting for the Diocesan Liturgical Commission in Lewistown. Afterwards I plan to 
stay the weekend and celebrate Mass on Saturday evening with two of the Lewistown Missions 
and then on Sunday to celebrate Mass with the other three. This will bring me to Roy, Winnett, 
Winifred, Hilger and Grass Range. I look forward to joining the people of these communities for 
the celebration of Mass that weekend. !
Once again, may I ask your comments and reaction to this column and to our Diocesan 
Newspaper, the MONTANA CATHOLIC REGISTER. In the coming weeks, I hope to form a 
committee of people to suggest options which are open to us as a Diocese in utilizing the media 
including the MONTANA CATHOLIC REGISTER. It would be ideal if a Diocese our size would 
be able to publish a paper which could reach every home in the Diocese and to have our people 
see the publication as a source of information, education, and motivation. Suggestions, 
comments and responses would be most appreciated. I appreciate the letters I have received 
and I hope that many more will drop a letter or card to share your thoughts and opinions. Thanks 
for taking the time to do so. 
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