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Maybe it's because the summer has gone by so quickly. Or it could be the realization that three 
years have passed since I first came to Montana. Whatever the reason, I am very much aware 
of the gift of time that is given to each of us as individuals and as a Christian community. And 
right now, I am tremendously excited about this gift and how we utilize it to the best of our ability. !
I'm excited about the gift of time at this moment because of what I believe to be the work of the 
Spirit acting with and through the Church of Eastern Montana. The Pastoral Staff has joined me 
on a Caravan tour of our Diocese in order to share their gifts in a spirit of service to the parish 
communities. Hopefully, this increased awareness of these resources will help parish 
communities take advantage of growth and development in their religious education programs, 
the celebration of liturgy, a heightened awareness of ecumenism, and the ministry the Church 
wants to share with the divorced and separated as well as young people in our diocese. !
I'm excited about what promises to be a good year for Catholic education. Our Catholic schools 
report an increased interest on the part of parents and young people in our Catholic diocesan 
educational system. I'm impressed with the support of communities in their desire to maintain 
Catholic schools through their moral and financial assistance. I look forward to the celebration 
next year of the 50th anniversary of the College of Great Falls and the acknowledgement and 
debt of gratitude we owe to this college for its significant contribution to the life of the Church in 
Eastern Montana. !
I'm excited about the opportunities I hope to have throughout the coming year of continuing to 
meet with the Juniors and Seniors in our parish communities. The first such meeting of this year 
with high school students took place in Glendive in the middle of August and once again, I was 
impressed with the interest of young people in the Church. But as a Diocese and as parish 
communities, we must reach out to the young people and invite them to meet the Lord and to be 
an integral part of parish life. !
I'm excited about the growth that is taking place in the lives of our people through their 
involvement in parish councils, school boards, religious education committees and liturgy teams. 
Such organizations are essential for the life of each parish community, and people who are 
involved see their tasks not as mere functions, but rather as a ministry. Such involvement 
demands time not only to achieve a precise goal, but time also to grow in a relationship to the 
Lord. !
I'm excited about the initial responses we have received about the possibility of a retirement 
home for our Diocese. I'm excited and grateful for the gifts which our religious women, dedicated 
laity, and priests are sharing with our people in so many ways. There are so many good things 
happening in the Church of Eastern Montana - and so much more is possible. !
As I reflect on all this and so much more I realize full well that it is not our work, but rather the 
Lord's. I pray we may be open during the coming year to respond to His grace! 
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