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One of the results of the Second Vatican Council was the creation of an International Synod of 
Bishops as a consultative body which would advise the Pope on questions of importance and 
significance for the life of the Church. Vatican Council II recommended the synod as a means of 
professing and manifesting collegiality. Five such gatherings have taken place since 1967 with 
consideration of such various themes as justice in the world, the ministerial priesthood, 
evangelization and catechetics. The next Synod will be held in Rome in 1980 with a study of the 
theme "The Role of the Christian Family in the Modern World." !
A preliminary synod document has been prepared and sent to all the Bishops who in turn are 
asked to consult priests, religious and lay people about the document. Rather than forming a 
small group of laity, religious and priests in our Diocese to study this document, permission was 
asked to print the entire document in our diocesan newspaper and to solicit the comments of as 
many people in our diocese as possible. Beginning with pages 6-7 of this issue of the 
MONTANA CATHOLIC REGISTER and continuing for the next two weeks, the synodal 
document will be found in three parts in our diocesan newspaper. Prepared questions will 
accompany each section of the document that is printed. !
As Bishop I have been asked to forward the results of the consultation process to the National 
Conference of Catholic Bishops by October 12th. Consequently, during the month of September, 
I would ask groups in our parishes to study and to reflect upon this document, to respond to the 
questions that have been raised. I would ask people involved in Marriage Encounter to assume 
this responsibility in a special way. The responses to the questions should be forwarded to me 
by October 1st in care of the Chancery Office, P.O. Box 1399, Great Falls, Montana 59403. !
The document itself is divided into three parts. Part One describes the situation of the family in 
the modern world today with great emphasis on the importance of the family in society. At the 
same time, there are new factors in society which affect the family - divorce, trial marriages, 
economic and social pressures. From the religious point of view, there are special difficulties 
affecting Christian family life ranging from the rejection of the Church's teaching to a lack of a 
clear understanding of the sacramentality and spirituality of marriage. !
Part Two of the document deals with questions of doctrine concerning marriage and the family. It 
raises the question of the teaching mission of the Church in relationship to family life as well as 
examining the purposes of Christian marriage. Great emphasis is placed on the idea of marriage 
as a covenant and the responsibilities this involves. !
Finally, Part Three examines the role or the Christian family today. This role involves the 
upbringing of children and the handing on of the faith. It also envisions the family as responsible 
for preserving spiritual values and sanctifying its members. But the family is also asked to fulfill a 
special role in society itself. !
The study of this document will involve prayer, work and time. However, the importance of the 
subject will bring not only benefits to those responsible in the Church today for a ministry to 
families, but will also assist us in our appreciation of family life in society today. 1980 has been 
set aside in our country as “The Year of the Family." We will be well prepared for this 
observance in 1980 by the reflection and study we give to this document.
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Would you please give some time to reading, studying and discussing this document? Thanks! !
++++++++++!

The coming weekend will be quite busy with the first meeting of the Diocesan Liturgical 
Commission in Lewistown followed by the celebration of Mass with the people of the five 
missions served by the priests of St. Leo's. The following weekend will bring me to Glendive to 
participate in a Retreat for ministers and priests that serve the Eastern part of our Diocese. 
Afterwards, I plan to celebrate Mass over the weekend with the people of Lambert, Savage, 
Richey, and Medicine Lake. While in the area, I hope to stop for a brief visit to Poplar and Wolf 
Point in order to plan a weekend at these communities early in the Fall. I will also be at the Wolf 
Point District meeting for the Council of Catholic Women that will be held in Glasgow ... During 
these first few weeks of school, I hope also to be able to celebrate Mass with the teachers and 
students of the schools of our Diocese. I look forward to that very much. !
There's a great deal of excitement in our country as we prepare for the coming visit of Pope 
John Paul II. There is supposed to be a meeting of the Bishops of the country with the Holy 
Father during the first week of October. I look forward to that rare opportunity very much. !
As I travel around the Diocese, again I ask for your patience and understanding. There are so 
many places I would like to be; so many people I would like to meet. But time and the human 
condition prevent this from happening. However, I promise I will keep trying. 
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