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One or the most interesting publications I have read in a long time has been the Gallup Report 
recently issued entitled "Religion in America - 1984." This Report, as a result of professional 
interviews, questionnaires and sampling processes, offers important reflection on the influence 
of religion on society, the importance of religion in personal life and the spiritual commitment of 
people today. The Report also gives an in-depth analysis of "the Religious World of Teenagers." !
I found the section on teenagers and religion most interesting because in many ways the vitality 
of religion in the years ahead will be determined by the developing religious beliefs and 
practices of the nation's 25 million teenagers today. The report states that "teenagers have 
moved away from last vestiges of the narcissistic youth culture of the 1960's toward the high 
technology of the 1980's." Young people today face the future "with greater confidence in 
America than was shown by their older brothers and sisters, who had been dismayed by the 
aftermath of Watergate and the national trauma of the Iranian hostage crisis ... and they would 
like to have more responsibility."!
On the religious scene, the latest surveys reveal a greater interest in religious and spiritual 
matters. "Teens are clearly searching for spiritual moorings in their lives with a new intensity. 
This search is taking the form of a growth in Bible study groups among both teens and adults." 
Despite being highly religious through a professed belief in God, the appeal of religious 
"retreats," and frequent experiences of prayer, teenagers, according to the Report, remain 
“turned off” by churches and organized religion. This gap between experience and a 
commitment to a faith community seems to be due to "a lack of a fully developed prayer life, an 
ignorance of Scripture, and the inability to develop the discipline necessary to support a 
commitment consistent with religious experience and belief." !
According to the evidence from the Report, the traditional church does not have a central role in 
the religious lives of many young people. Teenagers offer reasons why they believe religion or 
the church is failing in its mission. These reasons fall into four major categories. "(1) churches 
are not reaching out to the people they should be serving; (2) negative attitudes toward church 
goers and church members; (3) churches are failing to deal with the basics of faith and are not 
appealing to youth on a deeper spiritual level; and (4) there is little feeling of excitement or 
warmth in churches." !
How much these insights on faith and teenagers apply to the Diocese and parishes of Eastern 
Montana is a question we must ask. From reading such a Report, one can pick and choose what 
he or she deems important. However, what is most striking to me is the apparent need to 
connect life with religious beliefs and practices, to offer a solid foundation in what we believe 
and why we believe what we do, and the obligation we have to create a diocese and parish 
communities where we are truly excited about what it means to be a member of the Roman 
Catholic faith community. !
As I travel through Eastern Montana and celebrate the Eucharist with parish communities, a 
glance at the congregation reveals far more than meets the eye. If young people are present, 
participating in, and taking a share in the ministry of lay people today in the various ways open 
to them, that's a powerful sign of a parish community with a bright future. If not, we've got work 
to do but it's worth doing because it will help create a future. 
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