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One of the most important questions asked of any parent occurs on the day of Baptism. The 
priest or deacon asks the parents what gift they hope to share with their child. The response is 
direct and powerful. The answer is "Faith!" !
From that moment on, the parents have an awesome responsibility which begins before the 
child attends Catholic school or religious education programs. Parents share their faith with their 
child in countless ways through example and encouragement long before the child begins any 
formal process of education. Prayers taught at home, prayers with one's family, regular 
attendance at Mass, and the attitude and environment created by parents in a home are 
invaluable lessons shared with a child. !
Once a child begins formal religious education, the responsibility of sharing one's faith with 
children becomes even more demanding. Parents are asked to live out the word and deed what 
the child is beginning to learn intellectually. Parents are an essential part of the whole process of 
religious education and formation, especially during the adolescent years. !
Reflections on religious education and formation are important at this time each year because 
so many parishes are beginning programs of religious instruction through Catholic schools and 
CCD classes. Moreover, this weekend we celebrate National Catechetical Sunday when we 
celebrate the gift which religious educators share with families, parishes and the diocese. !
Religious education and formation is the combined responsibility of parents with the assistance 
of a Catholic school, CCD program and the parish community. It is an experience which begins 
at birth and must continue into our adult lives. As children grow in an awareness and practice of 
our faith, we as adults are asked to do the same. !
On the day of a child’s baptism, we promised to share the great gift of faith with our children. Let 
us pray that we fulfill that promise well and give thanks to all those who help us live out that 
promise today. 
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Are we keeping our promises to our children? 


