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On Sunday, October 7th, we are asked to direct our attention to one of the most critical issues in 
society and the Church today - the issue of life. Once again, we will be celebrating RESPECT 
LIFE SUNDAY where we are asked to look at one of the most fundamental commitments that 
we have made as Christians - the dignity and value of human life from the moment of 
conception until death. !
The Christian vision of life has its dignity grounded in our creation as images of God and our 
destiny has been purchased at the price of the blood of the Lord. The value of human life does 
not depend on a person's size, stage of development, physical or mental health, or utility to 
society. Human life has intrinsic value from the very nature of being a human being. During the 
past few weeks, I have forwarded copies of the national program for RESPECT LIFE to all the 
religious women and priests of our diocese. I would hope that some of the issues raised in this 
publication might well be considered for discussion and action by parish groups throughout our 
diocese. !
At the heart of the issue for our respect for life is the climate and environment which we create 
as citizens in our country in defense of life at all stages. Court decisions have begun to assert 
the individual rights of even minors against the more traditional involvement of parents in 
matters dealing with life ranging from the acquisition of contraceptives to obtaining an abortion. 
This is unfortunate and tragic in many ways because it erodes parental responsibility for a 
child's moral, psychological and physical welfare. But the far more important issue is awareness 
of the attack on life today, whether it involves the permission of parents or not. !
The matter becomes even more complicated when community agencies are forced into full 
cooperation with such court decisions if they are to continue to receive funding to perform 
valuable other services on the part of many people. How does the Christian community respond 
to these challenges? !
The Christian community should be indignant when such attacks on life occur that happen in our 
communities, but there should be even greater indignancy over the climate and environment 
which contributes to the deterioration of family life, parental responsibility, and respect for life on 
the part of each human being. That climate and environment are prevalent because of poverty, 
ignorance and prejudice. If we are to be a Christian people who proclaim the value of life against 
the abortion and contraceptive mentality that is prevalent, then we must be willing to face the 
larger issues also and seek Christian solutions to them as well. !
Let us pray to the Lord of life that we may grow in our respect and defense of life in our society 
today. 
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This present week will be filled with activity ranging from traveling with Fr. Illig to Great Falls and 
Chinook for the Diocesan programs on Evangelization. Unfortunately, I will not be able to 
continue the journey to Billings and Glendive since there will be a meeting of all the Bishops in 
the country with our Holy Father in Chicago. As you might well imagine, I am looking forward to 
that opportunity very much. There is a real sense of excitement generating in our country over 
the Papal visit. May it be also a time of prayer for all of us. When I return over the weekend, I 
plan to celebrate Mass with the Montana School for the Deaf on Sunday which is always a great 
experience. I am most grateful to Fr. Anthony Slane C.S.S.R. for the ministry he offers the deaf 
people of our Diocese. !
The travels during September from one end of the Diocese to the other were most enjoyable. I 
was most impressed with the times I celebrated Mass with the school communities at Malta, 
Havre, St. Joseph's, St. Gerard's and St. Peter and Paul's in Great Falls. The participation and 
singing were excellent. Likewise the weekend at St. Pius and the evening Mass at historic St. 
Patrick's were great experiences. !
October will find me traveling once again to Wibaux, Ekalaka, and Baker as well as Absorakee, 
Columbus, and Laurel for the celebration of the Sacrament of Confirmation. It will be good to 
visit these communities again. !
May this month of October also be a time for all of us to be attentive to the devotion we should 
have to Mary, the Mother of God, by our prayer of the Rosary. Have a good week and I look 
forward to sharing with you the impressions from our visit with the Holy Father. 
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