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There are certain words in human language which express powerfully our relationship to God. 
One such word is “grace." This word describes the gift of God's life with us on the day of 
Baptism which is meant to increase and grow throughout our lives. The sacraments are the 
ongoing opportunities in human life where this grace is nourished and strengthened.!
However, throughout our lives there are persons and events which become the occasion of 
grace for us. I believe that as a faith community today, we are being confronted with a powerful 
occasion to encounter God’s grace. This occasion is RENEW!!
Beginning next week, thousands of people throughout Montana will come together in small 
groups to reflect on the Word of God, to share their faith, to pray together. This event is not 
happening by accident. Rather, it is the result of prayer, sacrifice and preparation. This weekend 
we pause for one last time to unite in prayer as a Diocese to ask God to be present among us 
as we begin RENEW.!
The theme of this first semester of RENEW is "The Lord's Call." As individuals, families, and 
members of a parish and diocesan community, we are asked to reflect on God’s presence within 
us and to respond to the challenges which confront us in today's world. During these six weeks 
of RENEW, people are asked to pray and sacrifice, to attend Mass and to pray the Rosary, to be 
open to God's grace and to respond by being His disciples.!
Wherever RENEW has taken place in our country, which includes dozens of dioceses 
throughout the land, there has been an increased evident vitality in the life of the Roman 
Catholic faith community. When such events occur, the occasion for them becomes a grace. 
RENEW is such a grace for the Church Eastern Montana.!
When in Rome last month, one of the privileges I had was to go to the tomb of St. Pius X, the 
Holy Father who created the Diocese of Great Falls-Billings in 1904, and I celebrated Mass at 
that sacred spot. I prayed that through the intercession of St. Plus X, God may bless our 
Diocese in a special way during the coming weeks as we begin RENEW and as we reflect on 
the Word of God and share our faith. RENEW is a time of grace. It would be unfortunate not to 
take advantage of it.
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