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I choose this week again to share some brief thoughts on a variety of subjects. Though varied, 
they reflect the life of the Church today and the challenge that is ours as members of the Roman 
Catholic Church. !
Devotion to Mary is part of our tradition as Catholics. October is a month devoted to Mary with 
an emphasis on the Rosary as a prayer that offers us the opportunity to reflect on the mysteries 
of our salvation. Mary offers us today a model for discipleship and ministry. She responded with 
an unequivocal "Yes" to the invitation which God offered her. Devotion to Mary is rooted best in 
following her example as people who are asked to incarnate the presence of the Lord today. 
During October, individuals and families are encouraged to pray the Rosary, not just as a series 
of "Our Fathers" and "Hail Marys," but as an opportunity to relive today the mystery of Christ. !
A meeting of the presbyterate will be held in Great Falls this week. The purpose of this meeting 
held twice each year is to bring the priests of the Diocese together to share their wisdom and 
knowledge in offering advice and counsel to myself as Bishop. The establishment of a Priests' 
Senate or Council is mandated by Church law. But this meeting also offers the priests of the 
Diocese a time to come together to pray, to reflect on their own ministry, and to share with one 
another the good news that is happening in our parish communities. For a presbyterate spread 
out over 94,000 square miles, the opportunity to come together has a high priority. During the 
absence of the priests from their parishes, I have asked that a Liturgy of the Word and the 
distribution of the Eucharist take place each day by those designated for these ministries. I 
would ask your prayers for the priests of the Diocese as they come together this week. !
Vocations to priesthood and religious life remain a concern for the Church of today if we are to 
have religious women and men and ordained priests to serve the Church of tomorrow. From 
October 11th to 17th, the Church in the United States celebrates Church Vocations Awareness 
Week. This is a week when the Catholic community is asked to raise its consciousness about its 
responsibility to encourage people to consider ministry in the Church as a layperson, a religious 
and/or a priest. Families should not hesitate to raise the possibility of a Church vocation with 
adolescents and young adults. The entire Catholic community is asked to pray for vocations. In 
fact, as Bishop I have asked that this petition be included each weekend in our parish 
communities as part of the Prayer of the Faithful. Have you encouraged anyone in your family or 
among your friends to consider a vocation to Church ministry, religious life and/or priesthood? !
Parish Councils are a sign of vitality in the life of a parish community. On the recent "Caravan 
Tour'' of the Diocese, I was fortunate to be able to meet with people interested in parish councils. 
I learned a great deal from listening to their concerns and questions. I saw the involvement of 
people in Parish Councils as a ministry of service to a parish community. I realized even more 
that the Parish Council must be a model of prayer and faith for the parish community. Prayer 
should be an integral part of any parish council meeting that reflects the commitment we have to 
the Lord. Over and over again, the need was expressed for involving more people in the life of 
the parish and to set goals for a parish on a short-term and long-term basis. Evangelization was 
also seen as a priority for parish councils where we reach out to invite others to be part of our 
faith community. Parish councils are an essential part of parish life today. !
Thanks for reading these "Reflections” and be assured of my prayers for you and please 
remember me in yours! 
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