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So much activity begins in our parish and diocese with the opening of school in September. 
Much of the experience I have in the Fall is repeated over and over again throughout the year. 
Some October thoughts might well be in order on a number of issues and concerns that are a 
part of the Church in Eastern Montana. !
I was invited to attend to Vicariate meetings of the Diocesan Council of Catholic Women at 
Malta and Centerville. In both instances, I was impressed with the dedication and commitment of 
the women of our diocese. The local Altar and Rosary Society is more than a fundraising group; 
it must also be a group which calls each other to growth in spirituality and knowledge of what it 
means to be a Catholic women in the Church and society today. !
An invitation to spend the evening with the Parish Council in Havre also prompted some 
reflections. Bishop Schuster some years ago asked for the establishment of a Parish Council in 
each of our communities, a group of people who would serve the parish community by its advice 
and counsel. !
Each parish council Constitution was to have the endorsement of the Bishop to show its 
relationship to the whole Diocese. But a parish council is more than a group of people 
responsible for the finances and material welfare of the parish. A parish council must be a 
community of Christians who spend a good portion of time concerned with the spiritual growth of 
the community, who pray together, worship together, grow together in an understanding of faith. 
A parish council must also see its responsibility of fostering a sense of ministry among its own 
members and to help call others to ministry with the parish community. !
The celebration of Mass with the school community at Malta and Havre also re-emphasized for 
me the importance of Catholic education. Communities which have Catholic schools which offer 
good religious education should do everything possible to maintain them while offering also the 
best education to help the young person live in this world. Contact with young people is a joyous 
experience and I especially enjoyed the opportunity to talk with and dialogue with Seniors and 
Juniors in Havre. I would like to have the same opportunity in other communities because I 
believe we can teach the young but we should also be open to learn from them. !
Participation in the pilgrimage sponsored by the Montana Association of Churches made me 
aware once again of our obligation to seek Christian unity. Ecumenism demands a knowledge 
and awareness of our own faith tradition. Once we have acquired that, it is important to know 
and respect other faith traditions. I am very happy with the communities which promote 
ecumenism through the ministerial associations as well as the coming together of lay people of 
different faith traditions for study and prayer. But in all such gatherings, it is important to 
recognize the identity of each person, to respect the faith tradition of others, and to use 
resources which take these principles into account. 
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The RESPECT LIFE pilgrimage which continues this week has raised my own consciousness of 
the many life issues that are important to the Christian community. Especially, we should realize 
our responsibility to preserve and foster life at all levels of human experience and existence. 
Several times, I heard the ardent desire of some to have one or two Catholic nursing homes or 
senior citizen residences in our Diocese. I recognize the importance of such a desire and have 
looked into the possibilities for a nursing and retirement home. Is this an issue we should 
pursue? What are your thoughts on it?!
And throughout my journeys there is the focal point where the Church meets around the table of 
the Lord to celebrate the Eucharist. I pray that we might continue to meet the challenge which 
the Church offers in the liturgy by implementing all that the Church has asked us to do and to be 
– not on our terms, but on the terms of a Church which calls us to unity in faith and worship. !
In the midst of the falling leaves and changing colors on the trees and the impending signs of a 
first frost, these are just some October thoughts. Have a good week!
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