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We hear a great deal today about vocations. In the past, we would use this word almost 
exclusively to speak about religious vocation. Yet, today we realize that when we use our gifts 
and talents as single people, married persons, deacons, religious or priests, we are responding 
to God's call. A Church vocation is the way in which any one of us sees our gifts and talents to 
serve God and God's people. Such service is part of our baptismal commitment when we enter 
the church community and receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit becomes the source 
of our talents and is God's promise to us of future growth. In the process of growth and maturity, 
God asks us to develop our skills, interest and abilities to find personal happiness and to serve 
God and His people. !
However, in the Church community there is a unique way in which we might respond to God's 
call - through lay ministry, religious life, diaconate and priesthood. A vocation in church ministry 
can be meaningful, relevant, God-centered and growth-filled. !
Lay ministers use their gifts and talents in different ways - through Christian service or as 
witnesses in the world today, as volunteers, or as professional people working for and with the 
Church. Their tasks range from prayer to education, from liturgy to community service, as 
individuals or in teams with priests, religious and other laity. !
Men and women religious live out their vocation in response to the special charism of the 
community to which they belong. They choose to make special promises on behalf of service to 
God and His people. They include promises of chastity, poverty and obedience. They offer us 
unique values of prayer, community and service in the lives they lead. !
Priests may either be religious priests or diocesan priests. A religious priest is a leader of God's 
people who chooses to live and work in a community of men who share a common goal. Shared 
vows, brotherhood, the sacraments and different forms of work characterize the life of the 
religious priests such as the Jesuits, Redemptorists, Norbertines, Capuchins, and Oblates who 
serve in the Church of Eastern Montana. Today's world has emphasized new demands, and, in 
some cases, community life is not possible on a day-to-day basis for religious priests. !
Diocesan priests are men called to serve the local church or diocese, such as the Church of 
Eastern Montana. Most diocesan priests serve in parish communities but their responsibilities 
range from preaching the Gospel to celebrating the sacraments, from teaching to counseling, 
from pastoral work wherever it is needed to setting up cultural, social and athletic programs. The 
diocesan priest lives and works in the parish community where, along with the religious priest, 
he tries lo help people trace the movement of God in their lives. !
A permanent deacon is a man, usually 35 years of age or older, single or married, who has a 
special ministry of service. He ministers in three special ways - through charity, liturgy and 
preaching God's Word especially through the witness of his own life. Because of his immersion 
in the secular world, the deacon has unique gifts to bring to all people. 
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The qualifications for Church ministry demand an active spiritual life, emotional health, physical 
stamina, intelligence, and other personal qualities, but most of all a love for the Church and a 
willingness to serve God's people. !
Some of the above is taken from a small booklet entitled "About Catholic Church Vocations." In 
case you are interested in receiving a copy of this booklet, please write to me. It would be a joy 
to share it with anyone that would be interested. !
Most of all, please pray for vocations to the priesthood, religious life, diaconate and lay ministry. 
This week is a special time in our country for people to offer their prayers for this intention. The 
Church of Eastern Montana needs your help! 
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