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Throughout most Dioceses in the United States this weekend, an appeal is made to Catholics to 
offer spiritual and financial support on behalf of the Missions. October 18th is Mission Sunday, a 
time to reflect on our vocation to share the Good News with people throughout the world. We 
respond to the request for financial assistance through the annual CARE AND SHARE appeal in 
Eastern Montana. However, we are not able to relegate to once a year our basic obligation to be 
missionaries and evangelizers. !
Since childhood, many of us think missionaries are people sent to some distant land to preach 
the gospel and to invite the inhabitants to become members of the Catholic Church. Somehow 
or other, missionaries are always “out there!” We need to continue our spiritual and financial 
support for the mission work of the Church in distant lands. However, there is tremendous need 
to become aware of our missionary vocation in Eastern Montana. !
The Northwest from Montana to Alaska has the largest percentage of unchurched people in the 
United States of America. Roman Catholics should ask themselves what they have done to 
encourage people to become members of our faith community. This includes not only the 
unchurched, but also people who have left the Roman Catholic faith community. !
Evangelization has many facets. It begins with ourselves. The individual who wants to fulfill his 
or her ministry of evangelization must see one’s own spiritual growth and development as a 
priority. We cannot share with others what we do not possess. We are asked to be people 
knowledgeable about our faith so that we might respond to the questions of others. Such 
knowledge comes as a result of ongoing study, reflection and discussion. !
An evangelizer and missionary invited others to be members of a faith community which 
expresses itself in Word and Sacrament. Our parish communities should reflect a vibrant 
liturgical worship and opportunities for religious education and formation for everyone from 
children to adults. As we invite people to return to the Church or to become members of it, we 
are asked to stay in contact with them and to offer them our gifts of witness and example. !
The ministry of evangelization belongs to all members of the Church. It is not the task of 
religious and priests alone. In fact, we should be sharing our religious personnel with the other 
dioceses in the country and the world in light of the fact that we are 77 years old as a Diocesan 
Church. Have you invited another person to join the Church? Have you invited someone back to 
the Church? An institution that does not actively seek new members is destined to be weak. But 
an institution whose members are willing to be evangelizers and missionaries is destined for 
greatness! The choice is ours!
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