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Even though Pope John Paul ll's visit to the United States ended over two weeks ago, 
magazines, newspapers, television and radio are all still examining the message which the Holy 
Father gave to the people of the country and the world. Throughout his visit, in addition to 
fulfilling his pastoral role of becoming acquainted with the people in the different communities in 
which he visited, the Holy Father also exercised his role and responsibility as teacher. !
In responding to his message, many people could well be tempted to take the "a la carte" 
approach, of choosing those portions of his teaching which appeal to them for one reason or 
other, and ignore the total challenge which he offered us. The media gave great publicity to the 
Holy Father's reaffirmation of Catholic teaching regarding the right to life, sexual ethics, and the 
indissolubility of marriage. It was good to have the media remind us of our tradition within these 
very important areas of human life. !
But Pope John Paul also spoke on many other areas of interest to all who share a belief in the 
Gospel. In Iowa, the Holy Father encouraged those who belong to rural communities to be 
grateful and he urged that the “simplicity of your lifestyle and the closeness of your community 
be the fertile ground for a growing commitment to Jesus Christ.” The Pope praised agriculture in 
the U.S., but reminded all of us that as a country we have the potential to provide food for the 
millions who have nothing to eat and thus help rid the world of famine. !
In New York, the Holy Father's homily spoke against the “frenzy of consumerism.” The Pope 
said, “Christ demands openness to our brothers and sisters in need · openness from the rich, 
the affluent, the economically advantaged; openness to the poor, the underdeveloped and the 
disadvantaged. Christ demands an openness that is more than benign attention, more than 
token actions or half-hearted efforts that leave the poor as destitute as before or even more so.”!
The message of Pope John Paul II was the message of the Gospel, the message of Jesus in 
His concern for the dignity of life and the obligation we have as Christians to be concerned 
about others. More than anything else, it seems, the Holy Father reminded us that we are 
members of a Church that spans a world; that we share a worship and belief with millions of 
other people; that we live out our faith not in the isolation of our parishes or individual dioceses, 
but in relationship to a universal Catholic Church. The response we are asked to give to this 
challenge is to follow the Gospel message, not on our terms, but on the Lord's. That response is 
difficult to give at times. Maybe that's why it's easier to take the “a Ia carte” approach. But that 
would be tragic! 
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This column is being written as I complete my first week of celebrating Confirmations during the 
Fall. It was good to celebrate the gift of the Spirit with the young people and adult communities 
of Little Flower in Billings as well as in Colstrip, Wibaux, Baker and Ekalaka. In between these 
celebrations, I had the opportunity to celebrate Mass with the school children at St. Pius and to 
also stop at the Big Sky Congress in Glendive. On my way to Glendive, I had a new experience 
in Montana. I ran out of gas. But once again, I was most fortunate. Within only a few minutes, a 
car stopped, took me into town to pick up some gas, drove me back to where my car was 
situated, and just yelled out after all this kindness that he was glad to help. The young man did 
admit that it was the first time he saw a Bishop stranded on the highway. I was most grateful that 
it was one of those beautiful days we have been having instead of being in the cold of winter. At 
least this experience reminded me that the car runs on gas, and not on prayers. !
Immediately after Edalada on Sunday afternoon, I made my way back to Great Falls via Billings 
and was able to be present for the opening sessions of the Montana Association of Church's 
meeting on Monday morning. It has been a full week. !
This week, I will be with the Great Falls DCCW District Meeting in Fort Benton and then back to 
Billings on Wednesday with Confirmation at Hardin on Thursday, Mass with St. Patrick's faculty 
and students on Friday and then off to Columbus, Absorakee and Laurel for Confirmation on 
Sunday. !
The weather has remained fantastic and I hope it stays this way for quite a while. It has been 
good talking with people on the EXTENSION BY EXTENSION phone system in the Diocese and 
I hope to have an open line with the lay people and others on the first Sunday of November from 
1:00 to 2:30 p.m. If you are near one of the phone installations, why not stop by and converse? 
It would be good talking with you.
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