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I am truly impressed with the prayer, work, effort and energy expended by countless people who 
are preparing for Father DiOrio's visit to our Diocese this week in Billings, Hardin and Great 
Falls. I am also amazed at the number of people who plan to attend the prayer and healing 
service which Father DiOrio will lead. In previous celebrations of prayer and healing led by 
Father DiOrio, it is obvious that God often works in mysterious ways through the ministry of 
Father DiOrio. This ministry has brought peace, health, and joy to countless people. !
The same great desire for healing will remain with people after Father DiOrio leaves. I wonder if 
people are aware that one of the great gifts which Jesus left to the Christian community was the 
gift of healing. This healing involves the encounter between the disciples of Jesus with Jesus 
Himself. The Roman Catholic Church celebrates this healing in the sacraments of reconciliation 
and anointing of the sick. !
Unfortunately, in recent years, people have begun to neglect the healing experience of the 
sacrament of reconciliation. Yet, a brief reflection on the reality of sin that takes on different 
shapes and forms might well prompt us to acknowledge the need for healing. Over and over 
again, the Lord Himself extended the forgiveness of sins when he encountered the receptivity of 
faith. The Church continues that ministry today in the celebration of the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation. !
Anointing of the Sick is another opportunity for the Christian to experience the healing power of 
Jesus. It is a celebration of Christ's loving concern for a member of the Church afflicted with 
illness. It is more than an offer of relief and consolation; rather, it is the conferral of a grace that 
heals at the deepest level of our physical affliction. This sacrament helps people grow through 
their sickness or advancing old age. It is a consecration of people for suffering in a dedicated 
manner with Christ which also offers graces of restoration to contradict the weakness which 
accompanies illness. !
In many ways, these sacraments of healing - reconciliation and the anointing of the sick - are 
well kept secrets within the Christian community today. Hopefully, Father DiOrio's visit to 
Montana will heighten our awareness for a need for healing. And that healing is present among 
us in the Roman Catholic faith community any day of the week through our encounters with the 
Lord in the sacraments of reconciliation and anointing of the sick. That's a secret worth sharing! 
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