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I am writing these reflections as I prepare to attend the semi-annual gathering of the religious 
women of our Diocese in Miles City this weekend, October 24th to October 26th. Religious 
women from every corner of Eastern Montana are coming together to pray, to listen, to share, to 
reflect on their ministry to and with the Church of Eastern Montana. !
The religious women serving in our Diocese are a tremendous resource for the people of 
Eastern Montana. The vast majority of sisters are gifts to our Diocese from many parts of our 
country and world beyond Montana with motherhouses from Ireland to New York to California. 
We have been blessed over the years with the presence of religious women in our Diocese, but 
many people became accustomed to seeing them active almost exclusively in school and 
hospital ministries. !
Religious women are still committed to the ministries of education and health care, but they are 
also involved in countless other ministries which are part of the Church today - and the Church 
is richer and better because of the gifts they offer. In countless situations in Eastern Montana, 
the presence of a religious woman is a sign and symbol of the presence of Christ in religious 
education, care of the elderly, in public education, in parish ministry, in service to the Native 
American people, and a host of other ministries which preach the Gospel values of peace, 
justice, and love. !
For years the Church unwittingly presumed the gifts which religious women offered to the 
Christian community. In a spirit or sacrifice and Commitment, they shared their lives in schools 
and hospitals with little acknowledgement or remuneration. Many or those religious women who 
served in Eastern Montana are living out their old age in prayer for us and for the church 
universal. Yet, the religious women still active in ministry have assumed the responsibility of 
supporting them as well as themselves. !
Many religious communities of women are trying to discern the will of God in the use of the gifts 
which they have to offer the Church. The entire Christian community must try to be sensitive to 
the questions which are being raised by religious women in the Church today. I know that I 
myself must be far more sensitive to these questions which cannot be dismissed lightly or 
quickly. !
I would suspect that this is an exciting time to be a member of a religious community of women. 
New opportunities are developing for the gifts which religious women share with the Church. 
The Christian community should be responsive to these gifts through our prayer, our 
encouragement, our support in pastoral ministry, education, and health care. It is a time in the 
history of the Church for young women to consider the option of a religious vocation. I would ask 
young women to talk with and discuss this question with the Sisters of our Diocese. !
I must admit that it will be a unique experience to be the only male person present at weekend 
meeting of religious women. But then I suspect that many of the religious women present found 
themselves in the same situation in reverse on many occasions. I do know that the weekend will 
give me the opportunity to become acquainted with an incredible group of people who help to 
make the Church come alive in Eastern Montana. Thank you to all the religious women – past, 
present and future - who have shared their gifts with us – the gifts of witness, prayer, 
commitment, sacrifice and service in the name of the Lord! 
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