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As Americans, we have developed a sense of competency and self-sufficiency which 
characterizes so much of what we do and who we are. We plan and we program. We organize 
and re-organize. Every possibility is often considered with little room left for choice or personal 
initiative. That same approach often characterizes our life as Christians. !
However, one of the key elements of the Christian Catholic tradition is the awareness of the 
power of grace in our lives. We are consistently challenged to open ourselves up to the gracious 
presence of God in our lives. That is a difficult task for many of us because we have to make 
that leap of faith, that act of trust and confidence to allow the Lord to enter our lives. !
Grace is part of the Christian's life from the moment of baptism. It is offered to us throughout our 
lives in the sacramental encounters that we have with the Lord Jesus. In each of these 
encounters, it is a gift that is offered not for the moment alone, but as an enduring source of 
strength to sustain us throughout our lives. !
There are definitely moments in all of our lives when no human explanation is possible, no 
answer sufficient, no program available to respond to the needs we have. Those are moments 
to be open to the gracious presence of the Lord who offers us a new insight to interpret the 
experience which we believe is uniquely ours. !
What does one say to the person who first hears the news of a loved one's death or terminal 
illness? What words are really sufficient to describe the joy which is ours at certain points in our 
lives? How do we respond to those moments of emptiness that enter into our lives? There are 
really no answers to these questions, but each of these situations and countless others offer us 
the opportunity to be open to the gracious presence of the Lord. !
It is critical today to be open to the ways in which the Lord enters our lives. We are encouraged 
to pray. We are encouraged to pray the Scriptures whereby we re-live God's encounters with the 
human situation. We should be open to the ways in which the Lord graces us through the gift of 
friends and relatives who enter our lives. The Church itself also becomes a sign of God's 
gracious presence among us. !
The Church today calls us to a deeper sense of God's presence among us. The Church itself is 
to be the sacrament of salvation, a sign which reveals the presence of God among us. And the 
Lord Himself would leave us the gift of the Sacraments, and especially the Eucharist whereby 
He enters our lives. !
All the above could well sound theoretical, but reflect for a moment when no program, no group, 
no organization, no preset solution was operative or important to you at an important time in 
your life. That was and is a time to be open to the gracious presence of God. Once He enters 
our lives, we are never the same again. 
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This coming weekend will find me in Hingham and Chinook for the celebration of Confirmation. 
These celebrations with our young people of the Diocese have been a real source of joy for me. 
It is really great to witness the commitment of our young people to the Gospel and the Church 
today. It was true once again this past week at Hardin, Absorakee, Columbus and Laurel. !
Critical to the celebration of Confirmation is the example and encouragement offered by the 
local pariah community. Confirmation is a celebration of the entire parish and not just those 
receiving this gift of the Spirit.!
The present week calls our attention to our future destiny as sons and daughters of God in the 
celebration of the Feast of All Saints. It is really an anticipation of our own feast hopefully with 
God in eternity. This week also reminds us to pray for the dead in our celebration of the Feast of 
All Souls. There are undoubtedly so many people who have entered your life and mine who 
have completed their life on earth and now live in eternity. Our remembrance of them is a sign of 
our continued love for them until we are re-united as members of God’s family for all eternity. !
The Christmas catalogues have been delivered long ago and we are already beginning to hear 
how few shopping days remain until Christmas. Why not plan now to celebrate this Advent 
through family prayer and daily Mass with the special intention of praying for people who have 
left the Church to come home for Christmas? Have a good week and may God bless you. 
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