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One of the tensions in the Christian community today is the place of law, especially Church law, 
as it affects the lives of groups and individuals. Some would like the Church to specify every 
expectation of what it means to be a follower of Christ so that there are clear, detailed guidelines 
for every dimension of human and religious experience. Others believe that all law should be 
abolished and the Christian should exercise complete freedom. What is the relationship between 
Christian life and the law today? !
In reality, law and freedom are meant to complement one another. Law has for its purpose the 
good of the individual and the good of the community. Human freedom responds to these goods 
in the observance of the law. !
Practical examples might help to clarify the relationship between law and freedom. In the 
celebration of the Eucharist and other sacraments, there are definite laws and guidelines. We 
belong to the universal Church not only as individuals, but also as members of a larger 
community. Observance of such laws and guidelines ratifies the freedom of choice whereby we 
celebrate our faith in the context of a universal Church. Ignoring the law of the Church in the 
name of freedom actually creates at times a new authoritarianism at a local level which is a 
contradiction of law and freedom. !
The General Instruction for the celebration of Baptism calls for preparation of the parents and 
sponsors of the child. The Church is anxious for the child to be given the opportunity to witness 
the faith of his or her parents in a concrete manner. Parents who might be asked to delay the 
baptism of their child must not see this request as the harsh imposition of law, but rather as the 
pastoral concern of the Church for the child to live out his or her freedom in a Christian 
environment. !
Our Diocese calls for a four-month-waiting period before marriage can be celebrated in the 
Church. For some, this might appear to be an unreasonable law, especially in the context of 
pregnancy or a similar situation. In reality, this law is an endorsement of the freedom of the 
young couple as well as the priest or deacon who is asked to witness the marriage. Four months 
is a minimal amount of time in which the values of Christian marriage and a discussion of the 
commitment a young couple will exchange with one another are able to be discussed and 
appropriated. !
We are members of a universal Church that goes beyond the boundaries of our parishes and 
diocese. Law helps us to have an identity as members of the universal Church. Law, however, 
demands explanation and understanding. This is the role and responsibility of Christian 
leadership; it is also a respect for the freedom we possess as human beings. May the law 
always help us to live out our freedom as members of God's family! 
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