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As I travel around the Diocese of Eastern Montana, it is my privilege to be aware of the vitality 
which exists in our parish communities. For the past year and a half, the source of much of that 
vitality has come from RENEW. RENEW has called us to a deeper awareness of our identity as 
a faith community. It has helped us to be aware of our vocation as disciples of Jesus 
empowered by the Spirit. At this particular time, we are focusing in on the injustice which exists 
in our society and trying to respond to the challenge to eliminate such injustice by responding to 
human needs. !
The present election campaign has helped a great deal in drawing the attention of the American 
public to the issues of injustice today. One of the greatest injustices possible is abortion which 
deprives the unborn child of the right to life. Yet, it would be tragic if our focus on the issue of 
abortion blinded us to other injustices in the world today such as the threat of nuclear war and 
the tragedy of poverty. !
In a powerful statement at Georgetown University last week, Cardinal Joseph Bernadin 
addressed the multifaceted dimension of injustice in our society today. He stated, "The policy of 
abortion on demand needs to be resisted and reversed. But this does not mean the nuclear 
question can be ignored or relegated to a subordinate status. The only 'cure' for the nuclear 
threat is to prevent any use of nuclear weapons. The possibility of nuclear war is a clear and 
present danger. The dynamic of the arms race feeds the danger." !
The Church has been involved in the political debate of the present campaign for public office by 
drawing attention to issues of injustice. Yet, the position of the Church must span a consistent 
ethic of life which has the courage to face all the issues of injustice and contradictions to life in 
society today. !
Cardinal Bernadin went on to say, "The value of the framework of a consistent ethic is that it 
forces us to face the full range of threats to life. It resists a 'one issue' focus by the Church, even 
when the present issue is abortion or nuclear war. The Catholic position on abortion requires by 
the law of logic and the law of love - a social vision which joins the right to life to the promotion 
of a range of other rights: nutrition, healthcare, employment and housing.''!
The challenge of the Gospel and Church teaching is the radical call to accept what has been 
shared with us by the Lord and the presence of the Holy Spirit within the Church itself, not on 
our terms, but on the terms of the Gospel and tradition. As citizens of society today, we must 
translate Gospel and Church values which affect all human beings into the fabric of life itself. !
I pray that our deeper awareness of our political responsibility as people empowered by the 
Spirit will help us eradicate all injustice in the world today. May our continued involvement in 
RENEW help us achieve that goal so that together we may truly renew the face of the earth. 
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