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As people with a Christian Catholic tradition, we are very much aware of the sacred dimensions 
of our faith. We encounter the sacred in our celebrations of worship through the Eucharist and 
other sacraments. We are literally in touch with the sacred in our lives in many ways through 
prayers, sacramentals, and our involvement in the ministry of the Church today. The awe and 
reverence we have for the sacred within our religious tradition are values which should be 
preserved. !
The sense of the sacred was even more obvious to some in years past when only a certain 
group of people were the ministers of the sacred in our liturgical celebrations. However, the 
involvement of more people as ministers of the sacred in our religious life should not mean that 
the same values should not be preserved. Rather, more and more of the Christian community is 
called upon to manifest openly these very same values. !
One of the challenges offered to lay people today in the ministry they exercise as Special 
Ministers of the Eucharist or as Proclaimers of the Word is to preserve the sense of the sacred. 
It is critical that all people involved in liturgical ministry today be witnesses to the values 
involved. It would be tragic for any minister – ordained or non-ordained – to allow familiarity or 
routine or monotony to reduce the sense of the sacred in the ministry which is offered to the 
Christian community. !
To help preserve the sense of the sacred, there are definite guidelines and expectations of the 
Church for all ministers in their service to God and the Christian community. To ignore these 
guidelines and expectations would diminish the very value we are trying to communicate. 
Essential to the preservation of the sacred within the life of the ministering community today is 
the openness to grow and develop in a spiritual way, to seek out opportunities for a deeper 
prayer life and contact with the Lord. !
However, the sacred does not exist in a vacuum. The sacred must have an effect on the secular 
world in which we live. The parish community which comes together to celebrate the sacred 
must also be a community that translates the Gospel values in the world in which we live by 
striving to achieve a just society. A parish community which celebrates the sacred by developing 
a family spirit must look for ways in which the values of family life and marriage might be 
enhanced and increased.!
The Special Minister of the Eucharist must not restrict his or her ministry only to distributing the 
Body and Blood of the Lord within the sanctuary. Ways must be found to feed the hungry and 
give drink to the thirsty in different ways within society itself. Likewise, those who proclaim the 
word of God through scripture in the sanctuary must proclaim that same work in the 
marketplace. Other ministries of the Church today must seek ways in which those ministries are 
able to touch the lives of people who long for the touch of God in their lives. 
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An awareness of the connection between the sacred and the secular in our lives today is critical. 
We are challenged to preserve our sense of the sacred, but we are asked to let our contact with 
the sacred influence the secular world in which we live. That is the challenge that not only the 
Church offers us today, but the Lord does. Our response could literally make all the difference in 
the world. !

++++++++++!
The past weekend was once again enjoyable with the celebration of Confirmation at Hingham 
and Chinook. This brings the Confirmation celebrations for the Fall to a conclusion with the 
exception of Geraldine at the end of the month. I cannot help but think of the tremendous 
resource which the Diocese of Eastern Montana has in its young people. We cannot take that 
resource for granted. As parish communities, we should involve our young people in the life of 
the parish through membership on the Parish Council, through involvement in liturgy as Lectors 
and Special Ministers of the Eucharist, as musicians and in countless other ways that are open 
to us in the Church today. Most of all, we should look for ways in which young people are offered 
a better understanding of our faith tradition and how it relates to their own lives today. 
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