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In one week it is difficult to realize that I had the opportunity to be with almost 20,000 people in 
the three communities of Billings, Hardin, and Great Falls for the services of Evangelization and 
Healing with Father Ralph DiOrio. People travelled hundreds of miles from throughout Montana 
and neighboring states and Canada to come together in faith. !
Memories of these three celebrations will remain with me a long time but there were certain 
moments which were especially significant. It will be hard to forget the first sight of the huge 
crowd at the Metra in Billings with the rows of wheel chairs circling the sanctuary area. The sight 
and sound of Cheyenne, Crow, other Native Americans and white people interlocking arms and 
singling "Bind us Together" in Hardin was a dream that suddenly became a reality. In Great Falls 
it was a powerful moment when all married couples present renewed their vows. And then to 
see hundreds of teenagers come to the sanctuary and extend a blessing to their parents and to 
receive one in return offered a sign of hope for the future. !
People came to Billings, Hardin and Great Falls looking for healing, faith, community, and 
encounters with the Lord. Yet, as members of the Roman Catholic faith community, we need 
only journey to our parish community to have the same experiences. In fact, our Diocese of 
Eastern Montana is having a graced moment at this time to be more aware of these 
opportunities as we share in RENEW and respond to the Lord's call. !
Hopefully, the services led by Father DiOrio will not be an isolated experience on our journey of 
faith. Hopefully, the experience will prompt all of us to have a deeper knowledge of our faith 
tradition, a desire to encounter the healing presence of the Lord in the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation, a regular contact with the Lord in the Eucharist, and a commitment to build up 
the Church in our community through our involvement and commitment to the Lord and others. !
People will travel great distances for an encounter with the Lord to experience faith and healing. 
I pray that one of the graces people received this past week with Father DiOrio was the 
discovery of the Lord in the Eucharist, in their parish community, in the faith we share as Roman 
Catholics. That's a grace worth sharing! !
 An Added Note – November – The Month of Poor Souls!
One of our faith traditions in the Roman Catholic Church is to remember the dead by our prayer 
and sacrifices. November is a special time to do this. May I encourage all to pray for the dead 
during this month in gratitude for the gifts of life, love and friendship shared with us. May all our 
loved ones enjoy the presence of God, and may all the souls of the faithful departed rest in 
peace!
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