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This weekend of November 7th and 8th, the Church of Eastern Montana is asked to recognize 
and appreciate the ministry of religious women. In Miles City, Billings and Great Falls, it will be 
my privilege to celebrate a parish Sunday Mass to which religious women of the respective 
areas are invited to attend and to proclaim publicly their commitment of service to the Diocese of 
Great Falls-Billings for the coming year. !
Religious women serving in Eastern Montana have different religious roots and traditions. They 
are involved in every form of ministry possible from education to health care, from pastoral 
ministry to retreat work. Directly and indirectly their ministry touches the lives of almost every 
member of the Church in Eastern Montana. They add and contribute a richness to the life of the 
Church by the quality of service and ministry they share. Despite different religious communities 
and despite different apostolates, the religious women in our Diocese have a common bond of 
faith and hope which unites them in a unique way through the ministry they share. !
The vast majority of religious women in Eastern Montana have come from different parts of the 
United States, Canada and Europe. For almost 100 years, they have served our Diocese 
through a dedicated commitment to the Gospel and the Church. They are finding and 
discovering new ways of serving the Christian community beyond the traditional fields of 
education and health care. We should encourage them in these endeavors. It is only just that we 
should designate one weekend as a time for special appreciation and recognition of the ministry 
of religious women. I would hope that this would become an annual event. !
I believe one of the best ways to express our gratitude to the religious women serving Eastern 
Montana would be to encourage young women to consider a vocation to religious life. It would 
be good to ask any of the religious women in our Diocese for information about the ministry, 
tradition and spirituality of a specific religious community. !
If we are to benefit from the ministry of religious women in the future, we should be praying for 
vocations to the religious life among our young people NOW. The ministry of women in the 
Church today is a great gift that needs to be affirmed and appreciated by all. It is good that we 
are taking time this weekend to thank God for the example, inspiration and ministry of the 
religious women in Eastern Montana. 
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