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Each year at this time, publicity is given to the Fall meeting of the Catholic Bishops in the United 
States held in Washington, D.C. For four to six days, over 300 bishops come together to pray, to 
learn, to exchange ideas, and to express their opinion on issues of importance to the Church in 
our country. The National Conference of Catholic Bishops (NCCB) and the United Slates 
Catholic Conference (USCC) are the organizations of the American hierarchy. Through these 
distinct but closely related organizations - one a canonical entity, the other a civil corporation - 
the bishops fulfill their responsibilities of leadership and service to the Church and nation. !
The programs of NCCB/USCC range the spectrum of Catholic concerns from prayer and 
worship to the state of the economy, from revitalizing parishes to averting nuclear war, from 
promoting vocations to protecting life at all stages. !
The NCCB meets at least once a year as a total body, while an Administrative Committee 
carries on the work of the NCCB between general meetings, approves the agenda for general 
meetings, reviews Executive Committee decisions, and oversees the work of the General 
Secretariat. The members of the Administrative Committee include the NCCB officers, the 
chairmen of standing committees, the chairmen and elected members of USCC committees, 
and representatives of the 13 NCCB regions. For the last three years, I have served on the 
Administrative Committee as Chairman of the Bishops' Committee on Priestly Formation. !
I look forward to the annual NCCB/USCC meetings in Washington, D.C. They offer Bishops a 
time to dialogue, to become better acquainted, to share concerns and hopes, to express unity 
with one another and the Holy Father. The meeting this week will initiate discussion on the first 
draft of the proposed letter on the Economy, a letter which will most likely generate much 
comment and feedback. Other issues under consideration will include discussion of new 
documents on the permanent diaconate, continuing education for the clergy, as well as further 
clarifications on the Revised Code of Canon Law and a host of other concerns. !
The NCCB/USCC is a reminder to all of us that we belong to more than our local parish or 
diocese. We are part of the Church in our nation and the world. Please pray for the success of 
this week's NCCB meeting. Although it is exciting always to go to Washington, D.C. for this 
meeting, it is also a joy to come home to Montana. 
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