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One of the documents I look at a great deal is the final report which was published as a result of 
the consultation process involving the laity, religious and priests of the diocese of Eastern 
Montana regarding the needs and priorities of the Church in Eastern Montana. Among the areas 
of concern mentioned most often was the cry to have the Church involved in fostering family life 
and to address the needs of young people in the Church today.!
I believe we are not unique in our priorities. These same concerns are shared by others 
throughout our country and our world. The articulation of priorities is one dimension of an 
ongoing process. Ways must be found in which these priorities might be implemented. !
Where do we begin? If the Christian message is to affect family life and youth today, there are 
two essential prerequisites. There is the need for prayer on each of our parts that the Gospel 
might influence families and young people today, that young people and families might be open 
to let the Lord enter their lives. Secondly, there is the need to have an understanding of our faith 
tradition and belief that we share as Roman Catholics. This is a priority not only for young 
people through Catholic schools and religious education, but it is also essential for each of us as 
adults to continue our growth and appreciation of our faith through study, reflection, and 
discussion. !
Ministry to youth and to families is the responsibility of the Church. But how do we accomplish 
it? I believe we must not only look to the resources we have as an organization within Eastern 
Montana, but we must look to the resources we each possess as the People of God who 
constitute the Church in our Diocese. Each of us must search for ways in which this challenge of 
ministry to youth and families might be met. !
Families themselves are asked to minister to their own members, but they are also asked to 
minister to other families. We accomplish this once again through prayer, but also through the 
development of Christian values lived out by and incarnated in each of us, values of fidelity, 
love, peace, respect and a host of other Christian virtues. Parents must not only pass on life to a 
new generation, but they are also asked to pass on values that are based on the Gospel; they 
are asked to share also an understanding and appreciation of our faith and our identity as 
Roman Catholics. !
In our ministry to youth today, we should be sensitive to the questions which are raised by young 
people in our society and find ways in which the Gospel speaks to their doubts, their 
uncertainties, their dreams, their hopes. Young people themselves are asked to minister to one 
another. Parish communities should involve young people on liturgy committees, parish 
councils, and other parochial structures. There are excellent resources within the religious 
education field today which help us announce the Good News to young people today whereby 
the faith we share is not only known, but also lived. 
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As a Diocese, we had a good beginning last September in the Youth Ministry Conference 
sponsored by the Diocese of Eastern Montana and the College of Great Falls. Hopefully, more 
opportunities for ministry to and by young people in Eastern Montana will become a reality. And 
likewise, we must search for ways in which we as a Church are able to minister to families in 
their times of joy as well as sorrow, in their experiences of unity as well as disunity, in their cry 
for help as well as in their willingness to share the love which makes family life a viable reality. 
Dreams must not be lost. Dreams must be kept and preserved. Most of all dreams must become 
a reality. The dream of ministry to and by families and youth in the Church today is a response 
to our call to greatness as the Church of Eastern Montana. That is a call well worth hearing and 
worth responding to by each of us.!

++++++++++!
This week, Bishop Schuster and I will be attending the National Conference of Catholic Bishops' 
meeting in Washington, D.C. On Thursday evening at the conclusion of the telephone class on 
Sacraments, I will share with all those interested a half hour summary of what happened at the 
Bishops' meeting. The Sacraments class is held each Thursday evening from 7:15p.m. to 
8:30p.m. until December 6th with the exception of Thanksgiving. It has proved interesting and 
hopefully worthwhile to those listening. I would like to thank Fr. John Dimke for his input on 
these past Wednesday evenings on the subject of Liturgy which was a four week course over 
the telephone communication system. It was a good experience for me to join with him on these 
Wednesday evenings on this very important subject of liturgical celebration. !
On the first Sunday of December, I will be in Wolf Point but will also be available on the phone 
system for an open line conversation with all those interested in joining me. The conversation in 
October and November with the laity of the Diocese was most interesting. The first Sunday 
program takes place at 1:00 p.m. !
May God bless you and watch over all of you. 
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