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Two months from now, a great many people will be asking what happened to the Thanksgiving 
and Christmas holidays. Between now and the beginning of the New Year, we will all be caught 
up in the preparation for these celebrations in our families and in our country. But we do not 
celebrate these feasts only as human beings, we celebrate them as people of faith. This might 
well be the time now to plan to make the coming holidays not only as a time for family 
gatherings, the exchange of gifts and the mailing of Christmas cards, but also a time of prayer. !
As a national holiday, Thanksgiving focuses our attention on the blessings which many people in 
Eastern Montana have received as a result of God’s goodness and their own labors. But a spirit 
of thanks is also accompanied by a spirit of sharing. There are not only people in need of 
sharing our blessings in the world or nation in which we live, but there are people in need within 
our own communities. A prayerful preparation for Thanksgiving could well be a time to be 
generous to those in need through the gift of our material resources or the gift of our time in 
caring for the sick or visiting those who are sick or elderly. !
The stores already are beginning to become quite crowded in preparation for Christmas. Some 
people have even begun to write out their Christmas cards. So much time will be spent by each 
of us to prepare for Christmas. But the Church also offers us a time for preparation which often 
enough catches us by surprise. The season of Advent is the Church’s time of preparation for the 
feast of Christmas. It is a time of prayer to reflect on the history of God’s encounter with the 
human race. !
This is the time now in parishes and in families to begin preparing for Christmas by preparing for 
Advent. The Sunday celebrations of the liturgy during Advent should be planned now to make 
them times of community growth and maturing as believers in the Lord. So many special 
customs are appropriate during the season of Advent to make this season an important event in 
our lives. The use of Advent wreaths by parishes and families is but one example of a religious 
custom reminding us of our waiting for the Lord.!
But Advent is a special prayer time in the life of the Christian community. That prayer may be 
expressed in various ways – through our attendance and participation in daily Mass, through 
reading the Scriptures, through time for private prayer and meditation. The quiet moments we 
give ourselves to prepare for Christmas of 1978 may be the most precious gift we receive this 
Christmas. !
But the special time for the Christian community to prepare for the feast of Christmas is when 
we come together each Saturday evening or Sunday for the celebration of the liturgy. I cannot 
emphasize enough the need for preparation and planning on the part of priests and laity for the 
celebration of Sunday liturgy. Sunday liturgy in preparation for Christmas gives each parish an 
identity in relationship to its own faith mission, but also in relationship to the faith which is 
proclaimed and celebrated in other parishes and other dioceses throughout the world. 
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Soon the signs will appear announcing how many shopping days are left until Christmas. I pray 
that this year those signs will also remind me how many days of prayer are left before we 
celebrate once again the entrance of God into our world through the Lord Jesus. How tragic it 
would be to come to Christmas Eve and discover that there is no time left. !

++++++++++!
A new experience awaits me as Bishop this week when I will attend the meeting of the National 
Conference of Catholic Bishops that will be held in Washington, D.C. After my return from this 
meeting, I will make a report on it to the priests and people of the Diocese. I would ask your 
prayers for me during this time….I should also share with you the fact that I have been trying to 
travel throughout the Diocese as often as I am able to do so. Last week’s visits to 12 parishes 
and/or rectories involved over 1,300 miles. I find the opportunity to meet with the priests and 
peoples of the parishes to be extremely exhilarating. I wish I could be doing it every day. But I 
would ask your own tolerance of myself and to give myself some room for prayer, a little rest, 
and time for reading and reflection in order that I might be able to be nourished from the sources 
that we need as human beings and as Christians. Again, I ask for your prayers that I might be a 
good pastor for the Church of Eastern Montana. 
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