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Maybe childhood memories become more vivid as we grow older, or perhaps it is the innate 
desire within each of us to preserve what we consider important and meaningful in our lives. 
Many of our reflections center around celebrations which brought together family and friends. 
One such celebration is ours again this week when we pause from our daily routine and interrupt 
the rhythm of the week to give thanks. !
In many ways, Thanksgiving reflects the basic celebration which is ours as Roman Catholics. 
The core of our faith which gives us an identity is centered in the Eucharist which means 
“thanksgiving.”  In many ways that which we celebrate this week as a national holiday is ours 
each time we come together in prayer as a believing community to break the bread and share 
the cup.!
It is good, however, that what we hold sacred is celebrated in the secular world in which we live 
by asking us to pause and give thanks for the goodness that God has shared with us as human 
beings in our world today. It is a time to give thanks, to reflect on God’s goodness and kindness 
to us. !
Here in Montana, I have learned well already that we have much for which we should be 
thankful. We are blessed with a heritage of faith that has been part of our experience of the 
Church in Eastern Montana for these past 75 years. Perhaps we give thanks for this gift by 
asking others to share in it. !
The people of Montana possess a friendliness, honesty and warmth that is infectious. It is 
coupled with a rugged spirit of independence and candor. It is a gift not only to possess these 
qualities, but it is only right to give thanks for the ability to express them especially when others 
in our world are deprived of such basic human rights.!
The land itself becomes a basis for our gratitude as it yields a rich harvest and contains 
untapped resources of energy to fuel a world starved for energy, but with that resources comes 
a responsibility to be responsible stewards of God’s creation and to share our blessings with 
others. !
As Montanans we posses a fierce pride in our dignity and rights as individuals, as we give 
thanks for this gift best by recognizing these same rights and dignity in all human beings 
whether white or black, Native American or Hispanic, young or old.!
This Thursday is a time to give thanks – and not only for the great blessings we share, but also 
for the concrete ways in which God touches our lives. I know this Thanksgiving once again I will 
give thanks for life, for the Church, for the priesthood, for the faith we share, and for so many 
people through whom God has shown me the meaning of love and care and hope and life. As I 
reflect on all this, such thanks should not be restricted to Thanksgiving Day; it should be a way 
of life that needs to be celebrated each day and especially each time we come together for 
Eucharist. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right and just to do so. Happy 
Thanksgiving. 
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After a meeting in Helena for Arcmont on Monday this week, I will be in Billings for a few days to 
join the Billings Central School Board meeting and to celebrate Mass with the sisters at St. 
Vincent’s. After celebrating Mass on Thanksgiving at St. Patrick’s, I will continue on to Ashland 
and will spend the weekend with the people of the Crow and/or Cheyenne reservation. Next 
week involves a meeting of the Montana Association of Churches as well as a retreat with the 
church executives of Montana. A final celebration of Confirmation for the Fall will take place at 
Geraldine next week also and then it will be off to Wolf Point and Poplar for the first weekend in 
December in order to celebrate mass with the people of the communities. !
The telephone course on the sacraments continues on Thursday evenings from 7:30 p.m. to 
8:30 p.m. until December 6th with the exception of Thanksgiving.!
Have a good week and remember that Advent is coming soon. What are you going to do this 
year to prepare for Christmas?
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