
Reflections
by the!

Most Reverend Thomas J. Murphy

Montana Catholic Register

There are certain times in the course of a year when the conflict between the secular and the 
sacred, the holy and the profane become part of the tension or life. Such a time begins this 
week when the Church celebrates Advent and a secular world focuses its attention on the 
commercialism of Christmas. !
This will be a year when we will have four full weeks of Advent. Last weekend we marked the 
end of the liturgical year with the celebration of the feast of Christ the King. As the Church ends 
one year and begins another, the liturgy reminds us that it is the reign of Christ which will 
triumph in the end. !
Advent has always been a unique time for me. Even as a youngster, the haunting figure of John 
the Baptist leapt out of the pages of scripture and announced to me, "Prepare the way of the 
Lord.” Isaiah becomes more than an Old Testament prophet during Advent; rather, he shares a 
dream of a Messiah, a prince of peace for whom we must prepare by making straight the path of 
the Lord. And the Virgin Mary takes on a powerful significance in the course of the Advent 
season as her yes becomes incarnate within her. !
Hundreds of years of waiting and longing are compressed into a few weeks. The readings in the 
daily celebration of the Eucharist and the prayers and readings of the Liturgy of the Hours 
announce the coming of the Lord once again. !
Advent is a time to prepare to celebrate the birth of the Prince of Peace. It should be a time 
when we prepare ourselves spiritually for this great event. Yet, as we prepare for Christmas, we 
should be challenged to make this a time of spiritual growth. Might I suggest a real attempt by as 
many people as possible to attend daily Mass, to take advantage of the Sacrament of 
reconciliation, to set aside a time each day to reflect on God's word in the scriptures. I would ask 
us to do this for one special intention - for peace in the world. That intention became more 
urgent in light of the television production last week of "The Day After." !
However, if you are like myself, there will be a great many good intentions, but Advent will not be 
as prayerful and spiritual as I would like. Just as many others, I will be caught with last minute 
Christmas shopping; I will probably spend too much time in the toy departments; and I will 
probably leave Christmas cards go until Christmas eve. Yet, I do have the hope that Advent will 
be a special time for prayer, for reflection, for quiet. We are preparing once again to celebrate 
the birth of Christ. To ignore this time as a time of grace would be a tragedy. Happy Advent!!
Comments on the Bishops' Meeting !
The Bishops' meeting was again an opportunity for Bishops from throughout the United States 
to come together to pray, to discuss pastoral concerns, and to plan for the coming years. The 
revised Code of Canon Law was the basis for many reports and voting regarding ways in which 
the Code would affect Catholics in the United States. The Bishops voted to retain the present six 
holy days. In keeping the six holy days, Catholics will be challenged to be counter-cultural, to set 
aside not only Sundays but these additional times during the year as special opportunities for 
prayer and growth in the spiritual life. A special pastoral on ministry to Hispanics was approved 
and a report given on the progress made on a proposed letter on the subject of capitalism. The 
bishops also approved the preparation of a letter on the role of women in society and the 
Church. 
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