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I received an early Christmas present this year. It came to me by accident. It revealed to me in a 
powerful dramatic way the presence of Jesus in the world today and the challenge He offers to 
those who dare to be His disciples. !
On Monday evening, December 5th, I watched the television movie, "Choices of the Heart," the 
story of Jean Donovan, a 27 year-old lay missioner who was murdered in El Salvador with three 
Catholic nuns on December 2, 1980. This factual account of the first American victims of the 
political violence that has wracked El Salvador since the overthrow of the government in 1979 
was a grim and tragic tale, but it offered a message of powerful hope and faith. The movie made 
me very conscious of the generosity of young people today. There are countless Jean Donovans 
in our world, and countless others thinking about responding to God’s call to serve Him and 
others. !
The movie focused in on the need for each person to take responsibility for oneself and others. 
A priest in the movie says to Jean Donovan, "In their hearts most of the people in this world 
want to be good. But good intentions aren't enough. The men who built the bomb had good 
intentions. If you want to make the world a better place, you have to do more than go to church 
once a week or be kind to your mother. You have to take responsibility." !
One of the people portrayed in the movie who did take responsibility was Archbishop Oscar 
Romero who was assassinated while celebrating Mass in a small hospital chapel. Here was a 
man of our own time in our own hemisphere whose commitment to the poor and the cause of 
freedom cost him his life. As a bishop, his face, his words, his actions, his death will remain 
hopefully with me a long time when I hesitate to do what is right, to say what must be said. !
Perhaps what struck me most while watching this true account of a young woman's life and 
death was the complacency I might have towards the poor and the powerless, the violence of 
our society, the political situation in Central America. I can watch examples of all the above and 
more in the comfort of a living room on the nightly television news. I don't think or hope that this 
is a big "guilt trip," but I must find ways in prayer and action to respond. !
I would have been far more comfortable to have approached Christmas this year and be moved 
again by the songs, the gatherings, the child in the crib. But watching "'Choices of the Heart" 
challenged my complacency. Come to think of it that's what Christmas is supposed to do. I'm 
grateful for this early Christmas gift.  !
A Request: Four friends of mine are being ordained Auxiliary Bishops of the Archdiocese of 
Chicago on December 13th. Please remember them in your prayers. 
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