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Christmas is a time to hope and to dream. Our hopes and dreams are rooted in the gift which 
God shared with us on that first Christmas. The unthinkable became real; the impossible 
happened. God would share Himself literally with the human race. God offered the gift of His 
Son and for centuries we have offered gifts to one another in imitation of an extraordinarily 
generous God. !
As small children, and perhaps even as grownups, we would often think of the gifts we would 
enjoy receiving - and even giving. They would range from toys to animals, from games to 
household items and clothing. l shared in that day - dreaming as did many others. However, 
when l think of Christmas gifts today, my Christmas list is somewhat different. They are gifts 
which would be shared not only by myself, but with so many others. I’d like to share some of my 
Christmas gift list with you. !
More than anything else I want for Christmas this year is peace. I dream and hope for peace in 
the world and the end of the nightmare of living under a cloud of possible nuclear destruction. I 
dream of nations coming together to share their wisdom and resources to work for peace. !
I hope and pray also for peace within families – a peace that comes from trust, love and respect. 
This peace involves people working together and communicating with one another. It calls for 
dialogue and understanding and time - precious gifts that need to be shared within a family. !
Inner peace for the individual is but another Christmas gift I would want to share with myself and 
others. Such peace comes from recognizing my relationship to God and others and my need for 
them. !
As a Church of Eastern Montana, there are gifts we might share with others within our Diocese 
and beyond. These are gifts of concern and care; gifts of consciousness and awareness that we 
are part of a community beyond our own parish. We have the chance to share with others the 
gift of true celebration when we come together in worship to express our faith. We might also 
share the gift of welcome and hospitality to those who have walked away from our faith 
community for different reasons and need only a word or invitation to return. !
Healing for the sick, concern for the aged, love for the adolescent, friendship to the lonely - the 
list could go on and on. These are but some of the gifts I would want this Christmas and would 
love to share with others. I am not the first to dream of such gifts. They were the dream of the 
prophets in the Old Testament, the challenge of saints through the centuries. Christmas reminds 
us that such gifts are possible and can become real if we make our way to a stable outside 
Bethlehem and discover with the eyes of faith a God born in a manger and a group of angels 
singing a song of peace! !
May this Christmas be a time to share and receive gifts which make our dreams come true. May 
1982 be year of peace and joy for all! 
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