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1992 – a new year
Maybe it is a sign of age, but I found it hard to realize the New Year has begun. Whatever 
happened to 1991? And yes, looking back over the past year, it was a time filled with 
unprecedented events taking place within our world and our church.!
Who would have dreamed that what we once knew as the Soviet Union no longer exists? A year 
ago, we waited with fear and the possibility of a war breaking out in the Middle East, only to go 
through that war and have it end so quickly.!
There is an uneasiness with an uncertain economy which has its impact on increased 
homelessness and poverty. The timber communities in our state are feeling a unique pressure 
with a future filled with ambiguity.!
Within our own local church, Archbishop Hunthausen surprised everyone with his 
announcement of retirement on August 21st. That decision has definitely had an impact on my 
own life as I continue to go through the process of transition. An incredible political campaign 
took place in our state as a world watched and wondered how citizens of Washington State will 
express their opinion on issues of abortion and euthanasia.!
In addition to a host of other significant events, there have been the personal events in each of 
our own lives - the experiences of health and sickness, life and death. It certainly has been an 
eventful year filled with peril and promise.!

The gift of time!
The end of one year and the beginning of a new year is an opportunity to reflect on the gift of 
time. Time is definitely a precious and fragile gift. When we were younger, time is often a gift to 
waste and even squander. But age gives a new perspective to this precious gift.!
If you're anything like myself, I appreciate now more than ever the precious gift of time spent 
with family and friends. I appreciate being able to sleep at night and wake up the next morning. I 
have grown to respect the gift of life by recognizing how wonderful it is to breathe, to walk, to 
see, to hear, to be alive.!
Time also gives a new perspective to what it means to be a member of the church and the 
commitment to be a disciple of Jesus. More and more I realize I am part of a pilgrim church, a 
church which existed for centuries before I was born and will continue to exist in the years 
ahead. I am part of a history and tradition, as well as a future. And I am challenged to use the 
gift of time, as all of us are, to help make the Kingdom of God more present in our world today.!

The demands of time!
There is a tyranny to the gift of time. We all experience the demands of time where different 
expectations pull us in all directions. We look at the calendar and see so many events packed 
into a short period of time. And yet, there is a flexibility to the human condition which allows us to 
go from one event to another with the hope that we can appreciate what is being shared with us.
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During January, there are a host of events which we are asked to appreciate. This weekend, the 
church in our country begins the annual observance of National Migration Week, when we 
celebrate the giftedness and presence of people from all over the world who have migrated to 
our nation.!
We celebrate again Dr. Martin Luther King Day and recall the ongoing struggle for human rights 
and dignity. January 22nd marks the 19th anniversary of the Roe vs. Wade decision which 
legalized abortion in our country. From January 18th to 25th, we also celebrate Church Unity 
Octave Week when we stop to recognize our own unique religious faith tradition and look for the 
convergence of faith we have with other religious traditions.!
There is no doubt that these next few weeks place many demands on the gift of time, but such 
demands can also give excitement and challenge to our lives.!

A time to reflect!
As we begin this new year, I feel very fortunate in having a week to go on retreat with the 
bishops of Region XXII, which stretches from Alaska to Montana. Hopefully, this annual period of 
time set aside for prayer and reflection will give me a far better perspective on how to use the 
gift of time in the coming year. Be assured of my prayers for you during the coming week, and 
please remember me in your prayers. May 1992 be a time of grace and peace, life and health 
for all of us. A very happy and blessed new year to one and all.
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