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The Progress

We mark the beginning of the new year with a host of events. We celebrate the 
inauguration of a new president and a new governor. We receive the huge packet of 
information and forms to complete our 1992 Internal Revenue Service obligations. If you 
are like me, you wonder if you should write back to those who sent you Christmas 
greetings whom you neglected to acknowledge. !

But mid-January is also a unique time because of values we are asked to celebrate with 
the annual observance of Dr. Martin ·Luther King, Church Unity Octave Week and the 20th 
anniversary of the Roe v. Wade decision. These three events challenge us to focus our 
attention on three important realities in our lives as citizens of our country and as members 
of the church. !

Human dignity!

The annual celebration honoring Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., focuses not only on an 
individual but on the values which this observance asks us to recognize. Dr. King captured 
this value in sharing a dream with people of our country, a dream that reminds us that 
each human being is created in the image and likeness of God. Each human being, 
whatever his or her race, language or culture might be, enjoys common rights and 
responsibilities. And yet, we live in a society today where, despite what some may 
consider valiant efforts, racism is a reality.!

Racism is a judgment which considers people of different races or cultures as unequal 
partners in the human race. It becomes evident in attitudes, employment, education, 
housing and opportunities for living a truly human life. Racism is a sin. In a wonderful 
document issued by the National Conference of Catholic Bishops entitled "Brothers and 
Sisters to Us,'' we read, "Let the church proclaim to all that the sin of racism defiles the 
image of God and degrades the sacred dignity of humankind which has been revealed by 
the mystery of the incarnation. Let all know that it is a terrible sin that mocks the cross of 
Christ and ridicules the incarnation. For the brother and sister of our brother Jesus Christ 
are brother and sister to us." !

As a society and as a church, we need to find ways to combat racism, to seek concrete 
solutions to an open wound which yields only violence and hatred. This is a task not only 
for institutions, or cities, or organizations; it is a personal responsibility for each one of us. !

Religious unity!

One of the dreams of Jesus Christ at the Last Supper was "that they may be one!" And 
yet, we know this is not a reality among believers in Jesus Christ. That is why it is good to 
celebrate each year the annual observance of "Church Unity Octave Week" from Jan. 18 
to Jan. 25. It is a time to recognize not what divides us as religious people but what unites 
us in a common faith. 
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At the same time, it is important to recognize the fact that ecumenism does not call 
individual faith traditions to compromise core religious beliefs. Rather, ecumenism asks us 
to know and practice our own faith, while seeking to know and respect the faith tradition of 
others. Dialogue is taking place between leaders and scholars of different faith traditions 
at the national and international level. The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity asks all 
Christians to pray and work for unity. !

The gift of life!

January is also the time to recall the Supreme Court decision which legalized abortion in 
our country. On Jan. 22, we mark the 20th anniversary of the Roe v. Wade decision. 
Abortion is the destruction of innocent human life. Unfortunately, what has become the 
"abortion mentality" infects so much of society today by eliminating from our lives what 
might be difficult or challenging. !

There is no doubt that abortion is an issue which has divided our country. It is more than a 
matter of choice. The natural choice is life. Any discussion of abortion must not forget we 
are talking about the life of another human being. Ways must be found to support families, 
mothers and children in order to create a society which respects life. We need to develop 
and appropriate an appreciation of human sexuality. !

Human dignity, religious unity and life might well be three distinct realities, but they share 
much in common. At the heart of human dignity is the respect for each and every human 
being, including the unborn child. Religious unity asks us to preserve and protect the 
values of Jesus and our tradition which emphasizes the importance of life.!

There are many challenges for us at the beginning of a new year. The challenge of 
recognizing human dignity, striving for religious unity, and protecting the gift of life cannot 
be restricted to one month a year. These are values which must become part of all our 
lives, despite the cost. May Christ's grace and peace be yours.!
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