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The gift of ministry
The initial weeks of a New Year are a time to reflect on the gifts which are part of our lives. As 
members of the church, we could well take for granted the structures, programs and institutions 
which touch our lives and provide service to us as we live out the challenges of being disciples 
of Jesus today who continue His ministry and mission. !
A gift which touches all our lives as people of faith is the gift of ministry. By reason of baptism, 
each one of us is called to ministry which is service to others in the name of Jesus. Ministry in 
the church today is more than performing tasks and functions. It is the commitment of people 
who are willing to live out the challenges of the Gospel by who they are and what they do. !

Expressions of ministry today!
Countless people are involved in ministry within the church. Ministry can be a formal designated 
ritualized commitment or it can also be the simple sharing of one's gifts and talents with others. 
Such ministry ranges from the invaluable service of volunteers who live out the giving of their 
time, talents and energy in countless expressions of service to the community in catechetics, 
education, social service, and pastoral care to the professional person who offers a unique gift 
of service to the church as pastoral ministers in parishes and institutions of our local church. !
For many of us, ministry was the exclusive prerogative of the priest or religious man or woman 
who shared their gifts and talents with us in so many ways in our schools and parishes and faith 
communities. However, Vatican II called us to a deeper appreciation of the gift which each 
baptized person is able to offer to the church and the need to recognize and acknowledge the 
gifts present within the Christian community as a whole. !

The need for priests!
And yet, as we experience the explosion of ministry, there is a need to recognize and appreciate 
the essential ministries which are part of our tradition as a faith community. At the heart of such 
ministry is the priesthood which is the gift which Jesus offered to His disciples whereby His 
ministry and mission would be continued. !
Priesthood is essential to the mission and ministry of the church. Pope John Paul II expressed 
the need for priests well when he said, "There is no church without the Eucharist, and there is 
no Eucharist without priests. How can the church exist without the ordained priesthood?" Pope 
John Paul II made this statement to a group of Bishops in the Netherlands in 1983. Earlier in 
1981, the Holy Father stated, "The problem of priestly vocations - and also of male and female 
religious - is, I will say so openly, the fundamental problem of the church." !
Within the Church of Western Washington, there is a need for priests to serve us and our parish 
and faith communities. Vatican II clearly stated that the responsibility of encouraging vocations 
to the priesthood falls on the entire Christian community. If we are to have priests to serve us 
and our children and our children's children, then it is our responsibility to encourage vocations 
to the priesthood. 
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Encouragement of vocations to the priesthood!
Vocations to ministry, and especially to priesthood, are born and nourished within a family. We 
challenge parents to raise the possibility of a vocation to the priesthood with their sons. Priests 
and religious must likewise invite by name potential candidates for priesthood. The personal 
invitation can make all the difference. Lay people and religious in ministry positions within the 
church have a special obligation to call forth candidates for priesthood and religious life. I would 
find it difficult to ordain a candidate for priesthood who would not be supportive of lay ministry in 
the church. I would find it likewise difficult to endorse the ministry of lay persons and religious 
within the church who would not promote vocations to priesthood. !

Gratitude for ministry!
I can recall by name the people who ministered to me in my own journey of a vocation. They 
range from my first grade and eighth grade nun teachers who challenged me to consider a 
vocation to priesthood. There are a host of priests whose example and encouragement touched 
and changed my life. There are the members of my family and friends whose support and 
encouragement sustained and nourished me as I tried to pursue the dream of ministry as a 
priest. !
Ministry is a powerful gift in the church today. There is no doubt that we must find ways to 
encourage a ministerial consciousness on the part of all baptized people. But there is a special 
need within the church today for priests. May we have the courage and faith to encourage 
vocations to priesthood within our local church. The choice is yours. May God's grace and 
peace be yours. 
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