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The Progress

For the past two months, our national government has been caught in a conflict regarding 
the national budget. Both sides of the equation present figures, graphs and financial 
projections to justify their particular position. However, there is a real need to examine the 
principles behind the budget. We need to ask what are the principles in our use of 
resources. !

Each election year for the past two decades, the bishops of the United States have issued 
a Political Responsibility Statement which calls Catholics and all people of good will to use 
their “voices and votes” to replace “politics and polarization” with a focus on “the dignity 
and rights of the human person.”!

In the Political Responsibility Statement for 1996, the bishops draw their principles from 
Catholic teaching and tradition, not partisan platforms or ideological agendas. We stand 
with the unborn and undocumented when many politicians seem to be abandoning them.!

“We defend children in the womb and on welfare. We oppose the violence of abortion and 
the vengeance of capital punishment. We oppose assault weapons on our streets and 
condoms in our schools. Our agenda is sometimes countercultural, but it reflects our 
consistent concern for human life.”!

Eight questions!

At the heart of the Political Responsibility Statement is a series of questions. The bishops 
believe these questions need to be addressed in the coming election campaign as well as 
at the present moment. !

1.! “How can our nation best respond to the haunting needs of vulnerable children in 
our midst?”!

2.! “How can our nation bring together the strength of a powerful market economy and 
just public policies to confront continuing poverty and dependence, joblessness 
and declining real income for many families and growing hostility toward 
immigrants and refugees?”!

3.! “How can our society best combat continuing prejudice and discrimination, 
overcome the divisions among our people, provide full opportunity for all people, 
heal the open wounds of racism and sexism?”!

4.! “How can our society better support families in their irreplaceable moral role and 
social duties, offering real choices and help in finding and affording decent 
education, housing and healthcare? How can we help parents raise their children 
with sound moral values, a sense of hope, and an ethic of responsibility for 
themselves and others?”

January 18, 1996

Our political responsibility

Continued on next page



5.   “How can our nation respond creatively to dramatic international changes and 
pursue the values of justice and peace in a world often marked by too much 
violence and not enough development, too many violations of human rights and 
not enough respect for human life?”!

6.   “How can we find ways to invest in our human needs, protect the environment, 
deal with global responsibilities and meet our fiscal and moral obligations to future 
generations without spending resources we don’t have and running up deficits in 
the future? How can we fairly allocate scarce public resources and share the 
blessings and burdens of citizenship without increasing debt for our children?”!

7.   “What are the appropriate responsibilities and limitations of free markets, 
government, voluntary organizations and families? How can these essential 
elements of society work together to increase productivity, unleash creativity, 
restrain excesses, combat injustice, and pursue the common good?”!

8.   “And perhaps most fundamentally, how can we resist what Pope John Paul II calls 
a growing culture of violence? Why does it seem our nation is turning to violence to 
solve some of our most difficult problems – to abortion to deal with unplanned 
pregnancies, to the death penalty to combat crime, to euthanasia and assisted 
suicide to deal with the burdens of age and illness?”!

The core values!

The eight questions that the bishops raise are a challenge to the Christian conscience. At 
first glance, they might seem overwhelming. Yet, they reflect the core values of our faith 
tradition. The questions basically address the dignity of the human person. We need to 
ask how any political proposal, policy or political platform enhances or diminishes human 
life, human dignity and human rights and how they advance the common good. !

There is no doubt that the present political conflict regarding the budget and the political 
campaigns during this election year will generate a great deal of rhetoric. Yet, the rhetoric 
means little or nothing unless we are willing to address the basic values that the eight 
questions raise. May we have the courage and the faith not only to ask the questions, but 
to respond as well. May God’s grace and peace be yours. !
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