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The Progress

It's hard to realize that we are already in the third week of a new year. Time seems to 
march on with its own incredible energy. The Christmas holidays came and went much too 
quickly. A new year always introduces the reality that in the course of the year, each of us 
will grow a year older. Human fragility and the limitations of life become a powerful reality. 
It struck me one day in reading the obituaries that half of the people listed were younger 
than I. !
We do not live as isolated human beings. What happens in the lives of others impacts us 
as well. This became so evident last week when the whole community seemed to pause to 
recognize the sudden and unexpected deaths of four firefighters. The gathering in the 
Seattle Center, the four liturgies in churches that brought thousands of people to mourn, to 
cry, to remember will be a memory that will remain for a long time.!
Last Monday, we stopped to honor the memory of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., as the 
prophet for nonviolence in our country. Yet, the violence continues and seems to know no 
parameters. This Sunday, we celebrate the 22nd anniversary of the Roe v. Wade decision 
which legalized abortion, and it is tragic to read and see the violence that some have used 
to address the violence of abortion. It is a contradiction in terms. One reads in the news 
about proposed cutbacks in the support of the poor and families in need. It is so easy to 
forget the responsibility we all have toward the most vulnerable in our society.!
It was wonderful to see the pictures of the World Youth Day gathering in the Philippines, 
where it was impossible to judge whether there were 2 million or 4 million people present 
for the Mass with Pope John Paul II. Yet, I wonder if the sheer magnitude of the crowd 
prevented us from hearing the challenge Pope John Paul II presented to young people to 
be faithful to the Gospel.!
My musings and questions also focus on our local church in Western Washington. We 
know that people will have to adjust to new realities as we try to provide pastoral care to 
people with a dwindling number of priests. Will people really try to encourage vocations to 
the priesthood and religious life? Will lay people in our parishes come forth to share their 
gifts in life-giving and energizing ways? Will we renew our commitment to be faithful to the 
church in these difficult and challenging times?!
As I reflect on the questions I raise, like so many of you, I look for answers. The only 
answer that makes sense to me is the conviction that God is with us. Yes, God is present 
to me as I deal with the reality of growing older. God is with us in the world in which we live 
as we face the questions of life, death and violence. God is with us in the church as we 
adjust to new realities. We are not alone. My own prayer is that I might see God's 
presence in all that happens. Such a perspective gives a whole new insight into musings 
and questions. May God's grace and peace be yours.!
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