
In Joy and Hope
by!

 Archbishop Thomas J. Murphy

The Progress

January 21, 1993!
President Bill Clinton  
The White House  
Washington, D.C. !
Dear President Clinton: !
l am in Washington, D.C., this evening, and I thought it would be good to write to you as 
the president of our country. I am here in our nation's capital to take part in the activities 
recognizing the 20th anniversary of the Roe v. Wade decision regarding abortion. Each 
time I come to Washington, D.C., I have to admit that it is an emotional experience. I am 
so very conscious of the history of our country, the heritage of freedom and justice we 
share as a nation, and the commitment which is ours as a people committed to values that 
make a difference. The parks, the statues, the monuments from the Jefferson to the 
Vietnam Memorial are striking examples of our rich and powerful history. Whenever I visit 
Washington, D.C., I always pray for our nation's leaders - the members of Congress, the 
judicial officials, and especially for the person who is president of our country. For the next 
four years, I will pray for you that God may guide you and be with you in fulfilling the 
awesome task which you assumed yesterday. I thank you for your courage in seeking this 
office and your willingness to serve the people of our country. I am impressed with your 
willingness to listen, and because of this commitment, I want to write to you to encourage 
you to listen to the concerns of the people of the Roman Catholic Church of Western 
Washington. !

Life, family and health care!
A significant concern which needs to be addressed is the very reason I am here in 
Washington, D.C. There is a real need to support programs and policies which recognize 
the human dignity of each and every person from the moment of conception to the 
moment of natural death. Abortion is not the answer. I encourage you to promote policies 
which give people the right to family leave, affordable child care programs, just wages and 
labor practices – especially for women and persons of color - as well as assistance 
programs for at-risk populations. There is the urgent need to provide health coverage for 
all Americans regardless of their ability to pay, which must also be matched with cost 
controls for health care. Affordable housing is also an issue which impacts family life. !

Jobs and welfare!
Western Washington is experiencing the consequences of unemployment, especially in 
our timber communities. We must work to have our society recognize the basic human 
right to work and to provide for job development and retraining when employment 
opportunities are lost in a local community. The realities of unemployment challenge us to 
create welfare programs which provide for a national need standard and comprehensive 
employment training. 
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Environment and education!
I would suspect that when historians reflect on your presidency, there will be two issues 
that will be examined most carefully - education and the environment. The education of 
our people determines the quality of our nation. There is a need to support educational 
programs and opportunities that especially serve at-risk and disadvantaged populations, 
as well as the cultural and religious diversity of our country. Such support will only 
enhance the educational mission of our country. !
I know that the environment is an important issue for your administration. However, there 
is a need to recognize the obligation we have to exercise stewardship for God's creation 
while recognizing the right of men and women to a livelihood. This is a tension that needs 
to be addressed for the good of all.!

Foreign policy!
You assume the office of the presidency at a difficult time, as our nation and the world try 
to address the issue of peace in Iraq, the pain of hunger in Somalia, and the crisis of 
division and war in Bosnia and elsewhere. As commander-in-chief of our nation's military 
forces, may you use such force always under the auspices of the United Nations in order 
to be peacemakers to a world far too prone to war. At the heart of the problem of war is 
our need to lessen the vast gap between rich and poor nations by renegotiating 
international debts and encouraging mutually beneficial trade agreements. !
There is a need as well to look once again at our immigration policies. As a nation, we are 
strong because of the diversity which has enriched us with people seeking a new life in 
the United States of America. !

A final word!
I readily admit that the agenda I suggest you consider is indeed challenging. Yet, I believe 
my concerns are the concerns of countless others in this wonderful nation where we live. 
Be assured of my prayers for you, your wife and daughter as you begin your service to our 
country. May the years ahead only bring you grace and peace, life and health to the 
fullest. Thank you for your willingness to serve us as our president. !
Sincerely yours, !
!
Thomas J. Murphy 
Archbishop of Seattle

An open letter to President Clinton


