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Catholic schools – an incredible gift
During these beginning weeks of the new year, I have been reflecting on the gifts and realities 
which are present to us which we could well take for granted. They include the gift of priesthood, 
the gift of Catholic Health Care Ministry, and the countless other services provided to us by the 
Catholic faith community. !
There is one gift which touches the lives of millions of young people today which has also 
touched many of the lives of adults in our Church of Western Washington. It is the gift of 
Catholic education through Catholic schools. !
For myself, there has been no other experience of education other than in a Catholic setting with 
the one exception of a semester in kindergarten in a public school which I totally enjoyed. But 
who I am and the values which I share have their roots and foundation in the invaluable gift 
which my parents and others offered to me which is Catholic education in a Catholic school. !

Catholic schools week!
Next week, our nation will observe Catholic Schools Week. It is a time when we focus in on the 
values-added education and academic excellence of Catholic schools. It is a time to take pride 
in the great gift of Catholic education which our Catholic schools offer to the community. !
Catholic schools do make a difference. Only 3 percent of Catholic high school students drop out 
of school compared to a national average of 14 percent. Studies show that Catholic school 
graduates are more likely to attend and support the church and to demonstrate greater concern 
for others and become involved in the community. Nationally, over 95 percent of Catholic 
secondary students graduate and 83 percent go on to college. !
Though there has been a decline in enrollment in recent years, there is a new appreciation for 
the gifts which Catholic education in Catholic schools offer to students and to the community. 
Catholic schools are enjoying a new resurgence which is evident in so many communities within 
the Church of Western Washington. !

What makes a school "Catholic?"!
What gives a school a "Catholic identity?" There are many factors which contribute to the 
Catholic identity of a school. At the heart of a Catholic school is a faculty committed to the 
mission and ministry of Jesus and the church today. Teachers and administrators are not 
hesitant to live out in their own lives the values and teachings of the Gospel and the church. !
Moreover, within Catholic schools, there is the opportunity to share religious values which 
impact the lives of the students. There are regular celebrations of the Eucharist and 
opportunities for prayer which do make a difference. !

A choice for parents!
Having shared the gift of life with children, parents have the responsibility to help the life of their 
children grow and mature. Parents are the primary educators of their children, but if parents 
want a support system which makes a difference, they are encouraged to choose Catholic 
education in Catholic schools. 
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There is no doubt that tuition and fees deter parents from considering Catholic schools. In days 
past, tuition and fees were so much cheaper. But we were not fulfilling then our obligation for 
retirement and benefits which we owed to the religious and priests who staffed our schools. We 
are only now trying to compensate for this failure in the past. Yet, throughout the Church of 
Western Washington, we hope that there are programs of financial assistance through the 
archdiocese or the local parish which will assist parents in the payment of tuition. We have a 
special obligation to provide Catholic education in Catholic schools to those in need, to children 
of single parents, to the poor. !

Catholic schools - a gift!
My memories of Catholic schools go back to first grade. And what is amazing is that my first 
grade teacher receives The Progress each week. If she has read through this column, I would 
like to thank Sr. Jeanne Marie, S.P. for all that she and so many other teachers shared with me. I 
am grateful to my parents and countless others who supported me in my Catholic education. 
There is no doubt that I believe that Catholic schools are a gift to people and the community. 
May we never forget how important that gift is to all of us. May God's grace and peace be yours. 
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