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The Progress

One of the classic songs of the '60s is the folk song favorite entitled "Blowing in the Wind" 
by Peter, Paul and Mary. It still brings back haunting memories of an unusual time in the 
history of our country and world. It reflects a time when the world and the church were 
experiencing tremendous changes and transitions. !

The image of "wind" and its powerful force hit home literally for countless people in the 
Puget Sound area last week when gale-force winds and rain struck the region. Trees were 
uprooted, power lines fell, and people could barely walk against the force of the wind. As a 
result of the storm, there were tremendous consequences which touched the lives of 
hundreds of thousands of people who had to endure unexpected hardships. Five deaths 
were attributed to the storm and people are just beginning to put their lives back together 
again as they repair their homes and assess the damage they experienced. !

What did we learn from the storm?!

Only after an experience such as the storm last week do we stop to think what we can do 
to prepare for a similar event in the future. Power companies will definitely look for ways to 
secure power lines. I am sure homeowners will find ways to secure windows, doors, and 
even roofs to avoid damage in the future. !

Just as the earthquakes in California reminded us of the potential for similar occurrences 
here in the Northwest did we emphasize the need for stronger foundations for our 
buildings and structures. It requires time, effort and work to have strong foundations which 
will protect the buildings where we live and work.!

How do storms relate to life?!

There are few human experiences which we have which do not offer us a powerful lesson. 
The wind and rain storm last week made me more aware than ever of other forces which 
are "blowing in the wind" in our society and culture today. As archbishop, I am asked often 
for an opinion on advocacy of or opposition to a host of issues "blowing in the wind" today. 
They range from potential war in the Middle East or Europe to condom machines in our 
schools, from capital punishment to homelessness, from the meaning of commitment and 
sexuality to abortion funding and child care. We know that new winds are buffeting values 
and beliefs that are core and central to who we are as a people of faith. !

When the winds of change touch values, there has to be more than rhetorical statements 
which express support, rage or opposition. It seems there is a greater need now more than 
ever before to recognize and live out values and beliefs which give meaning to our lives. If 
such values and beliefs are to impact our lives, they cannot be imposed on us. Rather, we 
must appropriate them and integrate them into our lives. And the greatest challenge of all 
is to find ways to pass on such values to the next generation.
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Foundation for values!

At the heart of human and religious values is the realization that life is a precious gift 
shared with us by a good and gracious God. With this gift comes responsibility and 
accountability which calls us to use our guts in a life-giving and energizing way based on 
the values of our religious tradition and an informed conscience. At times, we have to 
admit that we contradict such values. There seems to be a growing need to recognize that 
sin can and does exist within the human condition. We need reconciliation with God, with 
others, and ourselves. !

We are more than autonomous human beings answerable only to ourselves. A strong 
foundation which will buffet the winds of change is rooted in values of commitment, 
integrity and sacrifice. As a community of faith, we have these values in the Gospel 
message and our tradition. The question we need to ask is whether or not we are willing to 
build the foundation which gives strength to our lives and the lives of our children. The 
answer we can give can make all the difference for the future when we confront the winds 
of change. May we have the courage to do so. May God's grace and peace be yours. !
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