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Signs of hope in today’s church
I was recently asked to offer a reflection with a large group of people on what I perceived to be 
"the signs of hope in today's church."!
This request prompted me to look at our church and the experience of people. In the process, I 
realized how much hope is present within our faith community. I also realize it if you can identify 
the signs of hope around us, then we must engage in pastoral planning to make these hopes a 
reality.!
As we identify these hopes, Gabriel Marcel offers a wonderful insight. He tells us that we 
shouldn't see our hopes not as a puzzle which we solve, but as a mystery which reflects the 
presence of God. Solving puzzles will make us smart; unraveling mysteries will make us wise. 
What are some of the signs of hope present among us?!

Spirituality, signs and symbols!
First and foremost among the signs of hope is the hunger for spirituality which is touching the 
lives of countless people, especially the young. If we listen to people, there is a yearning for 
"something more."!
People are looking for a foundation on which they can live out their lives and to be faithful to the 
values which make a difference. Any effort, project or program in our archdiocese or parish 
communities could well ask the question: How does what we do or plan to do improve the 
spiritual life of our community?!
A second hope is the consequence of our search for spirituality. It is the importance of signs and 
symbols, ritual and liturgy. We are part of a visual generation where images are so abundant, 
they sometimes lose their meaning and value. There is a yearning for signs and symbols which 
communicate a sense of the sacred. We have a tradition rich is sacred signs and symbols which 
need to be shared which can speak to people's lives today.!

A community of ministry and lay ministry!
What is exciting in our church today is the growing awareness that we are a community of 
ministers by reason of our baptism. The priest or deacon may witness the marriage of two 
people or baptize the child or adult, but the whole community shares in that ministry. All of us 
must recognize our obligation to support people who marry, who baptize their children, who bury 
their dead. This is a sign of hope which tells us what ministry is and what community can be. !
The development of lay ministry is but another hope that it is becoming actualized. Professional 
lay ministers are present to us who have become an incredible resource in the life of our 
community. They can and do make a difference.!
Yet, there is a challenge behind this hope which calls for collaboration with a respect for different 
roles and responsibilities in ministry. It is tragic when this hope becomes divisive, especially in 
liturgical celebrations. Liturgy is to be a celebration of unity and not an environment where 
people argue over differences.
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Social justice and Catholic education!
A fifth hope which has been developing in a powerful way since Vatican II has been the 
commitment of more and more people to the importance of social justice issues. People are 
becoming aware that social justice is part and parcel of the gospel message and our tradition. 
This hope calls us to find ways to make the challenge of social justice impact our own lives and 
the structures of our society.!
A sixth hope has been the rediscovery of Catholic education in our Catholic schools. So many of 
us as adults have our values rooted in our Catholic education background. We owe the youth of 
today the opportunity to experience this same gift. We have a special obligation to make this gift 
of Catholic education available to the poor among us.!

Volunteers are a constant sign of hope!
A final hope which needs to be acknowledged is the great number of volunteers who serve our 
community of faith. Our church has been enriched in countless ways by men and women who 
contribute their time, talent, and energy in so many different expressions of service. Despite the 
growing professionalism and ministry today, we must find ways to encourage, respect and call 
for people who share their gifts of ministry with us.!
Are there other signs of hope present among us? There surely are. But these are signs I believe 
we must acknowledge and appreciate. They are the signs of a new spring which will only bring 
life and energy to all of us. May God's grace and peace be yours.

Signs of hope in today’s church


