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The Progress

Over the past few weeks, there has been and there continues to be discussion of the 
Catholic Church's teaching on sexuality. Sexuality is part and parcel of who we are as 
human beings created in the image of God. As sexual human beings, we have an innate 
goodness that calls all human beings to respect one another for who we are. !

Cardinal Basil Hume of England has written recently on this subject in light of legislative 
proposals for lowering the age of consent for homosexual actions in England. His thoughts 
and reflections are the basis for this column. !

There are two fundamental principles that form the basis for the Catholic Church's 
teaching on sexuality. The first principle states clearly and unequivocally that genital 
sexual expression only finds meaning and purpose in a marriage between a man and a 
woman. Such genital sexual expression is one of the deepest expressions of love that can 
exist between two human beings. Secondly, the church teaches that such genital sexual 
expression must be open to the possible transmission of new life. Sexual expression must 
be love-giving and life-giving. !

The current discussion of sexuality focuses on homosexuals. The church teaches that 
since we are all created in the image of God, each of us has value as a human being, 
whether we are homosexual or heterosexual. The church condemns violence of speech or 
action by one group of human beings against other human beings for who they are. It has 
been and continues to be the strong stance of the church to work for the elimination of 
discrimination against homosexuals by society. Few groups of people within society have 
suffered more than its share of oppression and contempt than the homosexual community. 
This calls for a particular claim upon the Catholic Church to advocate for justice on behalf 
of homosexuals. But it does not follow that the church would have to advocate, encourage, 
or promote efforts that would equate homosexuality as acceptable behavior and give such 
behavior a status equivalent to heterosexual marriage.  !

Cardinal Hume states, "Catholic teaching cannot equate a homosexual partnership with a 
heterosexual marriage. The church teaches that, like heterosexual genital acts outside 
marriage, homosexual genital acts, even between mature consenting adults, are 
objectively wrong. Being a homosexual person is neither good nor morally bad; it is 
homosexual genital acts that are morally wrong.''!

Cardinal Hume recognizes the challenge of the church’s teachings on sexuality. He writes, 
"The Catholic Church teaches a high and demanding ideal of marriage and sexuality, one 
that is often difficult to realize in practice. The church is also aware that people may fail to 
live consistently what she teaches. Pastoral understanding is brought to bear on such 
failure; the church wishes to walk with those who fail in order to guide them to a fuller 
understanding and realization of the teaching she holds to be God-given." 
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Finally, Cardinal Hume states, "God expects homosexual people, as indeed he does 
heterosexual people, to keep his law and to work toward achieving a difficult ideal, even if 
this will only be achieved gradually. God has a great love for every person which is greater 
than any love which one human being could have for another. In all the circumstances and 
situations of life, God calls each person, whatever his or her sexual orientation, to fulfill 
that part of his created design which only that person can fulfill." !

In light of the teaching of the church, how does the church minister to people today in an 
effective way? Should it compromise its teaching? Should it be silent? How can it reflect 
the ministry of Jesus today? This is a moment that calls for understanding and 
compassion. The church must respect the dignity of each and every human being. It has 
the obligation to condemn violence and discrimination against people for who they are. It 
must reach out to see if it can walk with all individuals and families as we confront a high 
ideal and moral posture that are indeed challenging. !

I hope that the current discussion of sexuality in our society will help all of us reflect on the 
value of sexuality that is both love-giving and life-giving. I pray that we may find ways to 
express support and compassion for all people in light of God's call to all of us to be holy 
people, especially during this season of Lent. May God's grace and peace be yours. !
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