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The Progress

“This is my Son, my Chosen. 
          Listen to him!” "

The Gospels of Lent invite us to journey with Jesus as we prepare to celebrate the great events of 
his passion, death and resurrection. The Lenten Gospels also provide us with tremendous insights 
as we journey with Jesus today. They help us to confront the challenge of providing pastoral care to 
our parish communities in light of available resources and personnel. !

Last week we walked into the desert with Jesus. Like Jesus, we too face temptations that impact 
our own personal lives and our lives as members of the church. At times of change, we have the 
great temptation to be critical because of the uncertainty that lies ahead. As transitions take place in 
our own lives and in the structures that are important to us, there is the temptation to be reluctant to 
meet the challenge of change with faith and hope. !

Yet, that is what will be asked of us here in the Church in Western Washington as we engage in the 
process of providing pastoral care to our parish communities in new ways. It is good to join Jesus in 
the desert to face the temptations of life, because it is in the desert that we can meet our God.!

We climb the mountain to meet our God!

On this second Sunday of Lent, we leave the desert and climb the mountain with Jesus where we 
are present for his transfiguration. We travel with Peter, James and John to witness this magnificent 
manifestation of Jesus' triumph and glory. On any of our journeys through the Gospel, it’s always 
good to travel with Peter. He has that great gift at times of saying the wrong thing at the wrong time.!

It is so easy to identify with Peter. He just doesn't seem to get it at times. Seeing Jesus talking with 
Moses and Elijah, he immediately blurts out, "Let us make three tents, one for you, one for Moses, 
and one for Elijah." He seems to miss the mystery of what is happening. The Gospel states 
immediately that Peter did not know what he was saying. !

But then a cloud overshadows the mountain and a voice breaks the silence and the mystery and 
says: "'This is my Son, my Chosen. Listen to him."' !

‘Listen to him’!

The command that the voice gave to Peter, James and John is the same command given to us 
today centuries later. We too must listen to Jesus as Jesus continues to be present to us today in 
the church. After all, Jesus promised that he would give us the gift of the Holy Spirit to be with us 
until the end of time. We are not alone. !

How do we listen to God's voice today? We do so through the church as our guide and teacher. 
This is our heritage and legacy as people of faith. To help us listen to God's voice, there is the 
invaluable vocation of theologians who offer reflections on Scripture and tradition in light of prayer 
and study in the context of new challenges and contemporary issues. The church must listen to 
theologians. 
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Yet, it is the responsibility of the magisterium of the church through the popes and bishops to 
articulate the doctrine and dogma that is the basis for the faith and worship we profess and 
celebrate. This is a primary responsibility of the ministry of the pope and bishops in being faithful to 
our faith and tradition. As a local church in Western Washington, we live out this fidelity in union 
with a universal church under the leadership of Pope John Paul II. !

Practical implications!

As we experience new forms of pastoral care to parish communities, we must do so in the context 
of the teaching and law of the church. The canon law of the church recognizes the problems that 
we are facing in Western Washington. It tells us that when there is a lack of priests available to 
serve parish and faith communities, the bishop is able to appoint deacons and lay people to share 
in the pastoral care of the community. This is what we have already done in eight urban and rural 
parishes in Western Washington over the past few years. This is what we will continue to do in the 
years ahead in order to maintain parishes as vibrant faith communities. !

The traditions that we have within our church remain intact. Only a priest can be appointed pastor 
of a parish. Yet, we know how important it is for the priest-pastor to enlist the help of professional 
and volunteer pastoral ministers to help him fulfill his ministry. !

The celebration of the Eucharist remains the central and essential act of worship for Roman 
Catholics. Yet, the church also provides us with Sunday Celebrations in the Absence of a Priest 
when a community is not able to have Eucharist and people are unable to attend a nearby church 
for the celebration of Eucharist. Such celebrations are not the same as celebrating the Mass, but 
they provide a community with an opportunity to gather in prayer on Sunday.!

It is obvious that priests are essential to the life of the church. Church teaching allows us to invite 
only men willing to make and live a permanent celibate commitment to serve as priests. This is 
definitely a challenge in today's culture and world. Yet, it is a challenge we need to address through 
our prayer and encouragement of vocations to priesthood. !

How do we respond?!

When the voice comes from heaven and tells us, “This is my Son, my Chosen. Listen to him!” it is 
interesting to note that this command came only after Jesus and the others spent some time in 
prayer. As we climb the mountain of the transfiguration this week with Jesus, and we anticipate the 
changes that will impact our parish communities, there is a need for us to take time to pray. Such 
prayer will help us realize that God is present to us, God is watching over the church today as God 
has done for almost 2,000 years. !

It is a spirit of prayer that helps us to listen to Christ through the church today. The challenge that 
the church offers us may not be easy. Transitions and changes are hard to accept. Yet, Jesus 
brought some of his disciples to witness his glory to prepare them for the events that would follow. 
It's worth climbing the mountain of the transfiguration this week. We become witnesses of his glory 
so that we can be his disciples in difficult and changing times. May God's grace and peace be 
yours.!
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