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The Progress

Last Sunday, I had the privilege to lead a Prayer of Blessing at Mount St. Vincent in 
Seattle. It was a time to pray for the sick, elderly and dying, especially in light of the court 
decision regarding assisted suicide.!

The Gospel this weekend invites us to meet the “man born blind.” He is open to receiving 
the gift of sight from Jesus. We pray that all of us may get rid of the blindness in our lives 
that prevents us from seeing the dignity, worth and value of every human being, especially 
those who are fragile and weak.!

“As people of faith, there are times when we must and should gather to pray. We gather to 
pray when we allow peace to conquer war, when love embraces hate, and compassion 
overcomes violence. But we also gather to pray when basic values and religious beliefs 
are contradicted. We pray that a loving God will touch human hearts to recognize the evil 
we have done. !

“This past week, a court decision legalized assisted suicide. This decision has helped to 
create a culture of death. The decision contradicts the basic vocation of the healing 
profession in our country today; it takes away the right to life and possibly allows the right 
to kill. It transforms the magnificent healing tools of medicine into instruments of death.!

“And so we come to pray. We choose to pray at Mount St. Vincent because this institution, 
and so many others sponsored by the Catholic Church, have created an environment of 
hope and true compassion for the sick, elderly and dying. Here at Mount St. Vincent, the 
ministry of Jesus continues – a ministry of healing and love, care and support that touches 
the lives of countless people. It is a magnificent ministry made possible by the Sisters of 
Providence as they continue the legacy of Mother Joseph. !

“The walls of these buildings can tell incredible stories – individual stories of recognizing 
the value, importance and gifts of every human being, especially the weak and fragile 
among us. Paradoxically, this weakness becomes a source of strength for all of us. Do we 
recognize the richness that the weak and fragile offer to us? They help us to tap into the 
goodness of our own lives. The strength and power of any society have always been 
measured in its care for the weak and the powerless. !

“Here you will find people who receive compassionate, holistic and supportive care in 
ways that honor individual values and a quality of life that makes a difference. The recent 
court decision canonizes once again personal autonomy. Unfortunately, what is legal is 
soon perceived to be moral. What is perceived as moral then becomes the expected 
response. Isn’t this tragic? It would deprive us of so many of the people who surround us 
here today. Compassion would become the basis not for loving and caring for them, but 
killing them. 
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“The court decision of this past week violates fundamental expectations of law and social 
relationships. Law must protect each person. Law can not be selective and only protect 
the strong, the gifted, the rich. To allow and to encourage assisted suicide tears apart the 
very fabric of society rooted in relationships we have to one another. The law failed to 
protect the unborn child in 1973. This court decision, if it stands, would fail to protect the 
sick and dying. Who will be next?!

“Moreover, this court decision will impact vulnerable people who are elderly, lonely and 
sick to feel the pressure to request early death. My friends, what have we done? What are 
we doing to other human beings who cry out to us for love, care and compassion? !

“And so we pray. We pray that our country will have a conversion of heart. We pray that 
each of us will recognize the gifts of patience, love and goodness present in every human 
being, especially the weakest among us. We pray that the laws of our country will help us 
always to choose life, to support the weak, to protect the dying, to care for those whose 
cries will haunt us to the day that we too encounter death. !

“Good and gracious God, hear our prayer this day. Hear our prayer on behalf of the sick 
and dying. Help us to see their faces and hear their stories when we provide love and 
compassion. And when we do, we not only hear your voice, but we see your face as well.”!
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