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The Progress

The Lenten Gospels are a rich resource for the catechumens and candidates for full 
communion in their journey of faith to the Easter celebration of new life. For people 
preparing for entrance into the church, the main characters in the Gospels for the next 
three Sundays are powerful examples of what the search for faith can mean. !

With the Samaritan woman, we too recognize our thirst for the waters of life. With the man 
born blind, we too cry out, "I want to see!" Lazarus comes out of the tomb from death to 
life and we look for the tombs that we have created. But just as these three characters are 
an inspiration to the catechumens and candidates in their journey of faith, they are an 
example to us of what our response should be as we prepare for new ways to provide 
pastoral care to our parish communities. !

A unique encounter!

The encounter between Jesus and the Samaritan woman is more than a meeting of a 
weary traveler and a woman drawing water from a well. It is a magnificent example of 
God's grace operating outside of preconceived categories. By right, a Jew and a 
Samaritan would not even be open to talking with one another. A tremendous history of 
hatred characterized the relationship between Jews and Samaritans.!

The Samaritan woman represents all that was ungodly in the society of the time. She lived 
and worshipped in the wrong place, she was the wrong gender, and she was in an 
unconventional marriage. However, Jesus does not judge her. Instead, he slowly draws 
her out and helps her glimpse astonishing insights into his identity and mission. !

It is a story where real listening, questioning and sharing bring forth profound 
understanding and faith. The Samaritan woman's encounter with Jesus even prompts her 
to become the great evangelizer to her own neighbors and friends. The Gospel tells us, 
“Many of the Samaritans of that town began to believe in Jesus because of the word of the 
woman...”!

Are we open to change?!

A profound change took place in the life of the Samaritan woman because she dared to 
listen, to question, and to share. How ironic it is to see the change take place. Jesus 
comes to ask the Samaritan woman for a drink of water. The story ends with Jesus offering 
her the living waters of eternal life. !

The Samaritan woman seems to be a person who just doesn't get it. She keeps asking 
unenlightened questions and receiving answers she doesn't understand. Yet, she has an 
openness to keep searching for answers that make sense. She discovers the answer in 
the faith, trust and confidence she places in Jesus. 
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Changes will be taking place in our parish communities in significant ways over the next 
few years. The Samaritan woman becomes the example for all of us to be open to the 
challenges that confront us. It would be so easy to be stubborn and refuse to listen. Yet, 
as we try to provide quality pastoral care to parish communities, listening, dialogue and 
openness must characterize the efforts of all people in the church in Western Washington. !

A call to evangelization!

All of us have our own preconceived expectations of what quality pastoral care should be 
in our parish communities. We also could well believe and take for granted that existing 
pastoral leadership will remain as it always has been. Yet, we know that over the next few 
years, resident priest pastors will not be available for every parish. We know already that 
we will not have the same number of Eucharistic celebrations in all our parishes. !

Yet, the need for pastoral care remains. We are fortunate to have gifted and faith-filled 
deacons and lay people among us to offer their gifts of leadership in our parish 
communities. Just as the Samaritan woman responded in faith to new understandings of 
God and life, we too are asked to face the future with faith. !

The Samaritan woman offers all of us a unique challenge - the challenge of 
evangelization. Once she took time to question and to listen, she shared her newfound 
faith in Jesus with her neighbors and friends. The ministry of evangelization is part of the 
vocation of being the disciple of Jesus. It is the evangelization that invites people to join 
our parish communities, an evangelization that welcomes people to worship with us. !

The changes that will take place in our parish communities could well be a grace that will 
help us appreciate our faith more deeply. We are not allowed the luxury of just sitting back 
and expecting that everything will remain as it has been. Rather, each person is called to 
share his or her gifts to provide pastoral care to our parish communities to meet new 
needs. Such gifts will be the living waters that will only bring ongoing life to our local 
church. !

We are entering an era of change and transition. It is also an era where we will meet our 
God in faith in life-giving and energizing ways. But, like the Samaritan woman, we need to 
take time to be open to change that will bring us new life in abundance. May God's grace 
and peace be yours.!
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