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The Progress

There is no doubt that sexuality is a topic of interest to people within the church today. The 
media often raise issues regarding sexual abuse, celibacy and the priesthood. The 
Washington State Catholic Conference's position on HB1443 has been the occasion of 
protests and letters to the editor surrounding the issue of alleged discrimination. People 
ask about the teaching of the church and sexuality. !

In 1988, Archbishop Hunthausen and I developed a series of responses to questions 
regarding sexuality, especially as it impacts priests, church ministers and the Catholic 
community. We addressed questions that people were asking at that time and still ask 
today. It would be worth repeating some of what we said almost six years ago. !

What is the Christian view of sexuality?!

Church teaching tells us that human sexuality, as we understand this gift from God, is to 
be genitally expressed only in a monogamous, heterosexual relationship of lasting fidelity 
in marriage. Yet, we know that some people express their sexuality in ways contrary to this 
teaching. Such genital expression of sexuality is not only wrong for priests or religious, but 
for all people in society today. !

What is the value of celibacy?!

Celibacy is a gift and a call from God whereby one freely decides to renounce the values 
of marriage and genital sex for the sake of devoting oneself totally to Christ and the 
extension of his kingdom. The celibate commitment in no way neutralizes the role of 
sexuality in the personality of the priest or religious. The priest and religious remain sexual 
persons. What the church expects of priests or religious is what the Gospel and our 
tradition ask of all human beings - and that is chastity. !

What do we expect of candidates for priesthood?!

To consider priesthood as a vocation, or to live it out at this moment in time, with the 
expectation that the law of celibacy or the teaching of the church will change, I believe is to 
deceive oneself. The conditions for accepting candidates for priesthood, as well as for 
priests and religious who have made a celibate commitment, are clear. Sexually active 
heterosexuals or those who have a public patterned life reflecting heterosexual 
involvement cannot be considered candidates for priestly formation. Likewise, sexually 
active homosexuals, or those who have a public patterned life reflecting homosexual 
involvement, cannot be considered candidates for priestly formation. 

March 17, 1994

Sexuality: The challenge and the questions

Continued on next page



What is the church’s teaching regarding homosexuality?!

The teaching of the church regarding homosexuality has been shared with people in this 
local church and with the gay arid lesbian community. We should be very conscious of and 
concerned about the misunderstandings and persecution which gay and lesbian people 
endure because of their sexual orientation. Many are often confused about the morality of 
homosexuality. The church clearly states that in itself, a homosexual orientation is not 
sinful or morally wrong, but homosexual acts are. This mandate of celibacy for 
homosexuals poses a difficult challenge. There is a real need for the church to extend a 
special pastoral concern for gay and lesbian persons. It is a pastoral care that recognizes 
forgiveness and reconciliation. !

Does the church oppose discrimination?!

In light of the church's teaching on the dignity of the human person and sexuality, we must 
oppose strongly any initiatives encouraging discrimination against people for who they 
are, but we cannot support efforts that would advocate in law the equivalency of 
homosexuality or bisexuality with the norm of heterosexual behavior that finds fulfillment in 
the marriage of a man and a woman. !

How does the church minister respond?!

As priests and ministers of the church, we are public persons who are asked to act and 
speak in the name of the church. In this public ministry, the priest and all church ministers 
proclaim and live out the teaching of the church. !

What about sexual misconduct of church ministers?!

While the church offers this ideal regarding sexuality, it knows that at times its ministers 
may not be faithful to what is asked of them. In such cases, our first concern is, and must 
be, for the pastoral care of the victims, whether they are children or adults, women or 
men. The Archdiocese of Seattle has a policy in place that addresses the issue of sexual 
misconduct in a responsible way. !

What is the challenge?!

The message of the church and the Gospel regarding ideals may be difficult to accept. 
People refer to the example of Jesus. Yet, on many occasions Jesus would challenge 
people to change their lives, while extending compassion and love. In responding to the 
challenges of sexuality today, there is a need more than ever for understanding and 
compassion. May we share these gifts with one another. May God's grace and peace be 
yours. !
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