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The Progress

We learn much from the people we meet. Last week, it was an unnamed Samaritan 
woman who invited us to be a part of a conversation with Jesus and we were asked to 
grow in an understanding of what it means to ask for the living waters that really count. 
The Samaritan woman helps us appreciate a God who accepts us for who we are. Jesus 
does not judge her, but draws her out until she gains a tremendous insight into the identity 
and mission of Jesus. !

This week we meet another unnamed person. He is only known as the “man born blind.” 
He is the central figure in a Gospel story filled with characters all trying to gain center 
stage. He becomes the focus for the struggle between the religious leaders of the time and 
the followers of Jesus. !

To let God’s words show forth!

We meet the man born blind when Jesus' disciples ask, "Was it his sin or his parents that 
caused him to be born blind?" It is a shocking question for people of our time. Yet, Jesus 
readjusts the focus and tells us it is neither the man's sins or his parents, but, rather that 
God's works might become evident. !

Right away the story is put in perspective. It is the story of the religious leaders who 
believed they were illumined with truth gradually going blind, while the blind man gains his 
sight. The blind man is expelled from the community. But the compassionate Jesus 
searches him out and offers him the gift of faith which enables him to see with a new 
vision. !

Jesus gives sight to the man born blind so that God's works might be evident. In sharing 
countless gifts with each of us, God challenges us to recognize and to let others see God's 
presence in our lives. This is the basis for our spirituality, our opportunity to let God's 
mystery and presence come alive within us. !

Spirituality – an ongoing experience!

It took time for the man born blind to recognize Jesus. He begins by calling Jesus a man 
and then a prophet. He then acknowledges Jesus as one who came from God and finally 
recognizes Jesus as the Son of Man and bows down to worship Him. !

It took time for the man born blind to discover the full person of Jesus. But he was open to 
the light which Jesus offered. In contrast, the religious leaders recognize the healing which 
Jesus offered, but they reject the man born blind and find themselves in darkness. !

Christ lights up our lives!

When we work in developing a relationship to Jesus and are willing to let His light come 
into our lives, our spiritual journey offers us new insights. We are able to recognize Jesus 
in those around us. We can appreciate our own gifts and talents and find ways to share 
them with others. 
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Christ lights up our lives when we allow Christ's presence to touch our minds and hearts. 
Spirituality is not only a choice of the heart; it is using our intellect to search for the good, 
the true and the beautiful. Spirituality asks us to use our minds to reflect on the truths of 
our faith, our tradition and doctrine. The truths of our faith can and will set us free. But faith 
is a risk and it is so easy today to dismiss what is challenging or troublesome.  !

We have the choice of staying in the darkness of loneliness, pride or ignorance. But Jesus 
invites us to see the light, to reflect on God's Word, to be aware of the richness of our 
theology, and to open our minds and hearts to know God, to love God, and to be disciples 
of Jesus. !

The journey continues!

Our search for spirituality continues as we meet the man born blind. He becomes for us a 
symbol of our own journey in faith by our willingness to walk out of the darkness of our 
own concerns, our own needs, our own ignorance and to experience the light which only 
Jesus offers. Spirituality doesn't happen all at once. It asks us to recognize how 
incomplete and imperfect we are and to open ourselves up each day to God's healing 
presence in our lives. !

Light dismisses the shadows and darkness that prevents us from seeing what is around 
us. When Christ the light of the world enters our lives, we have a chance to see ourselves 
in a new way. But most of all, Christ's light brightens our lives to see and appreciate the 
love of a good and gracious God for each of us. It's amazing what happens when we are 
able to see. May God's grace and peace be yours. !

The blind and those who can see: A choice of faith


