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The Progress

In the word of God, there are important statements made and questions asked. Yet, few 
statements and questions are more important than the statement and question asked in 
the Gospel this weekend. Jesus had come to Bethany to visit his friend, Lazarus, who was 
sick. Yet, before Jesus could travel to the village, Lazarus had died. By the time Jesus had 
arrived, Lazarus had been dead for four days.!

Jesus conversed with Lazarus’s sister, Martha. She tells Jesus, “If you had been here, my 
brother would have never died.” Jesus tells her, “Your brother will rise again!” and he went 
on to say, “I am the resurrection and the life … do you believe this?”!

Finally Jesus goes to the tomb, and cried loudly, “Lazarus come out!” We are told that 
Lazarus walked out of the tomb and they untied the linen strips which had bound him hand 
and foot. It is fitting that as we approach the final days of Lent that we can reflect on the 
profound mystery and challenge that the story of Lazarus shares with us. !

Death and resurrection!

There are few realities that can haunt us as much as the reality of death. Try as we might, 
it is a reality we all must confront at some moment in our lives. For the young, death 
always impacts the lives of the old and sick. Yet, death has no age limits when it touches 
human existence. However, as we grow older we know that the reality of death could be a 
reality for any one of us at any moment. !

How do we appreciate death from the perspective of faith? We find the answer when 
Jesus tells us, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though 
they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe 
this?”!

That is the question: “Do we believe what Jesus has told us?” If we do, then the challenge 
is to live each day in ways that reflect the teachings of the Gospel and our church so that 
we will be ready to encounter death and meet our God. !

Dr. Elizabeth Kubler-Ross, the world famous authority on death and dying, is quoted in a 
recent book where she reflects on the death of a patient with whom she had worked. She 
writes:!

“… in this world nothing take without also giving,  
and death has given a richness to life to be valued and cherished, 
until the moment is over. !

So recognize the supreme secret: Death will one day take life from you, 
so while you are able, take the death from your life.”!

(Cited by William Elliott, in Tying Rocks to Clouds, New York, Doubleday and Co., Image Books, 1995, p. 28)
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“Lazarus, come out!”!

As Jesus called Lazarus to come out of the tomb, neighbors and friends watched. I 
suspect that they could not believe what they saw and heard. Yet, as Lazarus emerged 
from the tomb, there also was a call by Jesus for all people to come out of the tombs in 
which we find ourselves. There are the tombs of our own prejudices and hatred, the tombs 
of lifestyles or actions that contradict the Gospel message and our faith tradition, the 
tombs of our sins and failings. We need to come out of the tombs that we create.!

As Lazarus comes out of the tomb, Jesus tells the crowd, “Untie hum and let him go free!” 
The image of what binds us becomes yet another challenge in this story of Lazarus. What 
do we need to let go of in our own lives? What impedes us from the ultimate act of 
freedom of a commitment to Jesus Christ and the Gospel?!

The mystery of death!

Yes, death is a mystery. It is a mystery that all of us will encounter. When? Where? How? 
We do not know. Yet, as death brings an end to the human life we have enjoyed, it also 
opens up the gift of eternal life if we dare to take the risk of believing in Jesus and the 
message he shares with us. !

How does one prepare for death? The answer is obvious. It is the day in and day out 
commitment to live out the challenge we heard on Ash Wednesday, “Turn away from sin 
and be faithful to the Gospel.” May we have the faith and courage to do so. May God’s 
gifts of grace and peace be yours. !
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