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The Progress

Time is a precious gift. Its value becomes more apparent as we grow older. Unlike a 
monotonous continuum with no fluctuations, time has its peaks and valleys within our 
experience of the human condition. There are moments of intense joy, as well as days and 
even weeks of depression and sorrow. As individuals and people of a faith community, we 
also know that time can be "holy." Holy time is the occasion in our lives when we 
encounter God in a special way. !

The celebrations of sacraments are a holy time for us as individuals and as people with 
religious faith. They range from the celebration of baptism to the anointing of the sick. We 
experience holy time in moments of prayer when we step back from the demands of daily 
life and take time to converse with God. Our celebrations of the Eucharist are a holy time 
for us as individuals and as a community of faith. !

In its liturgy, the church designates each Sunday and special days throughout the year as 
holy time. But each year, the church also designates an entire week as a holy time when 
we have the opportunity to encounter God in a powerful way. We celebrate this special 
time next week as we begin Holy Week. What makes Holy Week so extraordinary? It is a 
time of passion and promise. !

A time of passion!

Holy Week is a time of intense passion. It begins with the passion of the crowd welcoming 
Jesus to Jerusalem. They are looking for a leader to escape the oppression of being a 
conquered people. But events turn quickly, and the passion of the people changes as they 
watch Jesus of Nazareth undergo the horror of a passion and death that would end on a 
hillside outside Jerusalem. !

Passion is the word that makes the most sense to me in thinking about the events of Holy 
Week. It would be the passionate love of God for people that would prompt a love that 
would go to such extremes. I think I can appreciate the tremendous suffering that Jesus 
endured, but I wonder if the pain of the passion was really the sense of abandonment, the 
betrayal of friends, the experience of aloneness. Holy Week is a time of passion, a time of 
passion for Jesus centuries ago and a time of passion for us today as we make the 
choices, difficult as they may be, to be disciples of Jesus in today's world.!

A time of promise!

Holy Week is a time of passion, but it is also a time of promise: We celebrate the promise 
of Holy Week when we go to the upper room with Jesus on Holy Thursday. We gather with 
his disciples for the Passover meal. Jesus takes bread and wine, and tells us that the 
bread must be broken and the wine poured out, wonderful images for what it means to be 
disciples of Jesus. The bread and wine become his body and blood. Jesus then tells us, 
"Do this in memory of me." It is our ongoing celebration of Eucharist that makes Holy 
Week a time of promise, a promise fulfilled in the sacrifice that Jesus offered on the cross 
on Good Friday. 
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As we respond to the command of Jesus, "Do this in memory of me," we not only recall 
his passion and death, we also celebrate his triumph on Easter Sunday. It is the 
resurrection that makes the promise a reality, a promise of life and hope. There is no 
doubt that these coming days are a "holy" time because they are a time of passion and 
promise. !

It would be worth considering whether Holy Week this year will be but another series of 
days in a year. As people of faith, we are invited to celebrate these days and make them 
“holy” in our lives in the liturgical celebrations of our parish communities. We can join with 
others, and especially the catechumens and candidates for full communion, and make 
Holy Week a time of passion and promise. It would be time well spent. May God’s grace 
and peace be yours. !
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