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The Progress

It just seems like yesterday when we gathered in churches to celebrate Ash Wednesday. 
We listened prayerfully to the words of the church as ashes were placed on our forehead. 
“Turn away from sin and be faithful to the Gospel!”!

I suspect much has happened in all our lives in the days and weeks that have passed. We 
had so many good intentions, so many hopes, so many promises that we hoped would 
make a difference in our lives. Perhaps, some of those hopes and intentions actually 
became a reality. Yet, for myself, and perhaps for you as well, there are still promises to 
keep. !

We now approach the end of the Lenten season. This weekend we enter a time that is 
holy and sacred. In fact, we call the coming week “Holy Week.” It is a time to relive the 
passion, death and resurrection of Jesus. !

Why is this week ‘holy’?!

We know there are holy places in the world in which we live. The place where the Jewish 
people responded to their vocation as God’s chosen people is the same place where 
Jesus lived, walked and preached the Good News of the Gospel. To this day, we call this 
part of our planet earth the “Holy Land.” Within different cultures and communities, there 
are sacred places where people have experienced the presence of God. !

But time can also be holy. Time is holy when it provides us the opportunity to meet God 
and experience God’s presence in our lives. We celebrate such a sacred time this coming 
week when we recall again the amazing story of God’s love for us that comes alive in the 
person of Jesus. !

The week begins with “Palm Sunday,” when we celebrate the triumphal entrance of Jesus 
into Jerusalem. Yet, a few days later, the triumph becomes tragedy. After celebrating the 
paschal meal with his disciples, Jesus begins a time of passion, torture and death. !

Yet, death turns to life and Jesus rises from the dead. He triumphs over sin and death. 
Yes, this is a holy time when the church asks us to live again this central mystery of our 
faith.!

A challenge to love!

One could ask a thousand questions on why Jesus would endure such suffering, pain and 
humiliation. Why did the need for reconciliation between God and the human race go to 
such extremes?!

Whether we ask these questions regarding the birth of Christ in a manger, or the passion, 
death and resurrection of Jesus, the answer is the same. Jesuit Father Romano Guardini 
expressed it best years ago when he wrote, “Love does such things.”
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Do we dare make this coming week ‘holy’?
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Holy Week is an opportunity once again to reflect on God’s love for us. This love is so 
evident in the gift that Jesus offers us in the Eucharist. The image of Jesus being the 
model of service to others in the washing of his disciples’ feet is but another way in which 
God’s love becomes so apparent. Yet, it is the figure of Jesus stretched out on a cross 
against a darkening sky that becomes the symbol of how much God would love us. !

How do we respond?!

How do we respond to God’s love for us? We know from human experience that our 
response to the love of others is to love them in return. The same is true in our 
relationship to God. This love for God becomes concrete and tangible when our lives 
reflect the values of the Gospel and we take the risk of being disciples of Jesus in today’s 
world. We do this on God’s terms, and not on our own. We recognize the responsibility we 
have to be witnesses to God’s love in our lives. !

A good way to become more aware of how a series of hours, days and even a week can 
be a “holy time” would be to take part in the liturgies of the church during Holy Week. The 
liturgies come to a triumphant close with the Easter Vigil, when we celebrate Christ’s 
resurrection. !

But during the Easter Vigil we also celebrate the welcoming of others into our faith 
community. Our presence at these liturgies will be a powerful reminder to us of God’s 
unfailing love for us. When we are confronted with God’s love, there can be only one 
response – to love God in return. !

May the coming week be a “holy time” for you. May God’s gifts of grace and peace be 
yours in abundance. !
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