
In Joy and Hope
by!

 Archbishop Thomas J. Murphy

The Progress

He is risen! In the word of God, there are powerful words that describe different stages in 
the incredible love affair that God has with the human race. These words relate the story of 
God’s choice of a chosen people, a story that continues in the covenant where God tells 
people, "I am your God; you are my people." Yet, even these words are not enough. God 
would speak a word that becomes incarnate, a word that takes on flesh and blood and 
shares the human condition in all things, save sin. That word is Jesus. !

He is risen! In his life, Jesus announced the good news, "The kingdom of God is at hand. 
Reform your lives and believe in the good news!" He preached a message that asks 
people to see more than meets the eye, to recognize the presence of a loving God who 
calls all people to faith, to responsibility, to accountability for who we are and what we do. 
To prove what he said, Jesus would offer a healing touch that brought sight to the blind, 
hearing to the deaf, life to the dead. Yet, Jesus also tells us that he would prove his love 
for us and would literally die on our behalf. Holy Week begins with the triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem and ends but a few days later as Jesus undergoes suffering, torture and death. 
He dies on Calvary. Friends take his body and place it in a tomb with a huge stone placed 
in front of it. For a brief moment in time, it seems that it is the end of the story.!

He is risen! This is one of those times when we know there is the rest of the story, a story 
that does not end in death, but continues in an empty tomb with the simple announcement, 
"He is risen." This is what we celebrate this weekend as we recall that incredible event that 
happened centuries ago when Jesus rose from the dead. It is a time of hope, a time of joy, 
a time that gives meaning and purpose to our human existence. !

He is risen! I wonder what it must have been like when the women first heard the news 
that what Jesus had told them really happened. I wonder what the disciples thought when 
the promise became a reality. It took some time for the disciples to grasp what Jesus had 
really done. He had conquered death and sin. It was so important to hear the rest of the 
story. !

He is risen! What we celebrate this weekend is not only what happened almost 2,000 
years ago, but what is happening now because Jesus rose from the dead. We celebrate 
the hope and joy that comes from hearing and believing the rest of the story. Because 
Jesus rose from the dead, we are people of hope. We know that the years of human 
existence given to each of us for 20 or 40 or 80 years are but a brief moment in our human 
calculation of time compared to the promise of life that Jesus offers. Our hope has the firm 
foundation in the promise that Jesus made to be with us until the end of time. 
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He is risen! Out of the hope that Jesus offers comes many gifts. Among these gifts is the 
joy of knowing that as we live out our lives as disciples of Jesus, we are people of joy and 
confidence. In the midst of the challenges, questions, anxieties of the present moment, 
Jesus is present. Jesus is present to us as we face the issues of how we meet the 
challenges of pastoral care for our people, how we maintain our identity as a community of 
word and sacrament, how we call forth men to serve us as priests, how each of us fulfills 
our ministry through different roles and responsibilities to live out our vocation as baptized 
members of Christ's body in the world today. !

He is risen! This simple yet powerful statement is the foundation of our faith and becomes 
the cause of hope and joy for me this Easter. I think of the countless people throughout 
the centuries who believe that life conquers death, that grace overcomes sin, that God is 
alive and well in our world and church today, that he is risen! The only response I can give 
is to share that same belief and to acknowledge the joy and hope that Easter brings 
because the risen Jesus is present to us. Now, that is the rest of the story that's worth 
hearing and proclaiming this Easter Sunday. May God's grace and peace be yours and a 
very happy Easter! He is risen! !
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