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The wisdom of youth
One of the most enjoyable aspects of my position as Archbishop of Seattle is the opportunity I 
have to visit the diverse and varied parishes and faith communities of the Church in Western 
Washington. I also have many occasions when I can visit with and listen to various 
constituencies within our local church. I have to admit that I always enjoy visiting with young 
people of high school age and young adults. !
In recent weeks, I have had the opportunity to meet with groupings of high school seniors, 
young adults, and a group of high school seniors interested in priesthood. As a result of these 
conversations, I am convinced more than ever before that the young people and young adults in 
Western Washington are very special people. I am especially convinced that the young people 
have wisdom to offer all of us. !

Allow religion to make a difference!
In a dialogue with high school seniors, I asked them what they would do if they had my position. 
The bottom line of the advice they offered me was to seek ways to have the church make a 
difference in their lives. What it came down to was the challenge to articulate values that impact 
their lives. Somehow or other, I got the strong impression that young people were searching for 
values which related to their concerns, anxieties and fears. Concerns ranged from 
communications with parents to making choices in today’s complex world. !
What I found especially fascinating with this group of high school seniors was their willingness to 
express their desire to speak and the hope that we as parents and adults would listen to them.!

Looking for something more!
The young adult in today’s society has special challenges. Never before have people so young 
held such important positions in business, industry, technology, science, law and medicine. 
Young adults have postponed significant life decisions such as marriage. The media often 
portray young adults as people on the fast track with a commitment to cappuccino and designer 
clothes. !
And yet, in conversation with young adults, there is a yearning for “something more,” for values, 
meaning and purpose in their lives. I am impressed with the giftedness of the young adults 
involved in church ministry programs such as CHANNEL and the Jesuit Volunteer Corps. It 
seems that young adults are discovering the implications of the Gospel message in a unique 
and challenging way. !

What am I going to do with my life?!
As high school seniors enter the final weeks of their secondary education, it was surprising to 
some that 15 seniors from our local church would give up a Saturday to come together to listen, 
to pray, to ask questions about a vocation to the priesthood. And yet, that’s exactly what 
happened last week. !
It was good to know that they were already thinking of the direction which their lives might take. 
And it was especially good to hear their questions, to listen to their hopes, and to have them 
seriously begin considering a vocation to priesthood.
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There’s more there than meets the eye!
Our image of young people and young adults could easily be distorted by the media. I find them 
to be incredibly sensitive and generous if they are challenged and if we dare to listen to them. 
Traditionally, we have looked to our elders for wisdom, and we want to continue to do so. But I 
believe there is a growing wisdom among young people which speaks loudly to us. It is a 
wisdom of hopes and dreams, of service and generosity, of people who want to make a 
difference and are looking for values and faith which will inspire them and sustain them. !
There’s more there than meets the eye. That statement is more than true when we take time to 
be with and listen to young people and young adults in our society today. May God’s grace and 
peace be yours. 
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