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The Progress

As we celebrate Easter this weekend, we know how important our faith is and must be. 
We believe that Jesus did rise from the dead. We believe that Jesus conquered death and 
sin. We believe that we too can have the gift of eternal life if we take the risk of believing in 
Jesus and live our lives as his faithful disciples. Yes, faith is the critical virtue for Easter.!

Yet, faith does not exist by itself. Faith rests on another virtue that is so important for 
people in today’s world. That virtue is hope. Hope draws the believer into the life of love. 
To hope is to stake one’s future on the Easter mystery of new life. !

Need for hope today!

In today’s world, we find it much easier to celebrate death than life. The media know that 
people pay more attention to the stories of violence and destruction than to the incredible 
tales of new life that are happening all around us. That is why it is good that the church 
asks us for the next 40 days to appreciate the Easter mystery that recognizes God’s life-
giving presence among us. !

As we approach a new millennium, we need to be people of hope more than ever before. 
We need to appreciate the signs of hope present all around us, especially in our church. 
Yes, we go to the tomb on Easter morning expecting to find the dead body of Jesus. 
Instead, we find an empty tomb. Angels are preset and they tell us, “Don’t be afraid!” It is 
ironic that God would share the same message with us on Easter as God shared with the 
shepherds on Christmas morning. !

Signs of hope in the church!

For some, this present moment in the life of the church is a time of turmoil and turbulence. 
Yet, there are so many signs of life all around us. These signs of life are especially found 
in the vision statement of the Church in Western Washington called, “A New Wind and 
Fire.”!

The vision statement articulates two goals for people in our local church as we approach 
the year 2000. It asks us to be people committed to a spirituality that enriches our lives as 
disciples of Jesus. It also asks us to recognize the gifts, talents, and abilities of people 
within the church in accord with our faith tradition. !

Since Vatican II, we have become more aware of the call that the church issues to all the 
baptized of service to others in the name of Jesus. This call to ministry is not an option. It 
is a consequence of our baptismal commitment. It is a call to use one’s gifts in accord with 
the role and responsibility we have as members of the church today.
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Ministry today!

In the past, it was easy to confine the reality of ministry only to the priests and religious 
who served us in our local parishes. The ministry of priests and religious is needed today 
as much as in the past, and even more so. !

There is the ongoing need for the Christian community to encourage men to consider a 
vocation to the priesthood. Priesthood is essential to the church. We must also find ways 
to ask men and women to consider a vocation to religious life and to commit themselves 
to religious charisms of the religious communities that are so important to the life of the 
church. !

Yet, a sign of hope for our parishes and local church has been the willingness of countless 
people to be ministers in the church today on a professional or volunteer basis. Our parish 
communities today fulfill their mission and ministry in far more effective ways today as a 
result of the gifts that people share with one another as disciples of Jesus. At the heart of 
all ministry is the desire to minister as Jesus did. It is a ministry rooted in service, not 
power. !

A future rooted in hope!

We need to be people of hope here in the Church of Western Washington. Yes, there is 
the challenge of providing quality pastoral care for all our people. Yes, there is the 
absolute need to recognize the importance of the Eucharist where we gather to profess 
and celebrate our faith. !

As we face the future, we need to remember the words of the angel on Easter morning, 
“Do not be afraid.”!

Yes, the Lord is risen! But the Lord is also present to us. God’s presence is so evident 
especially in the ways in which people are responding to the vocations of priesthood, 
religious life, and lay ministry in the church today. Our Easter prayer should be one that 
asks God to help people recognize their vocation in the church today. !

May you have a blessed Easter. May it be a time to renew the virtue of hope within your 
life. May you share your gifts of ministry with others in the church today. May God’s gifts of 
grace and peace, life and hope be yours in abundance.!
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