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The Progress

Even though we have relatively mild temperature year round, especially compared to other 
parts of the United States, the arrival of spring is always an experience that speaks loudly 
to the different expressions of new life all around us. The leaves on the trees, the fresh 
vegetables and the tulips and flowers bursting forth from the earth are all concrete signs of 
the change in seasons. !
Within the Church, we welcomed more than 1,500 people into the church at the Easter 
Vigil. They are signs of vitality to our parish communities and local church. Countless 
couples choose this time of year to celebrate their marriage. Likewise, hardly a weekend 
goes by that we do not see young children celebrating First Eucharist. !
Spring is also a time when so many teenagers celebrate the completion of the Sacraments 
of Initiation through the Sacrament of Confirmation. Between now and June, Archbishop 
Hunthausen and I will be visiting over half of the parishes and faith communities in 
Western Washington to celebrate Confirmation with high school juniors and seniors. These 
celebrations are always a time of hope and excitement for the young people and their 
parish communities.  !

Young people today!
It is a privilege to be a part of young peoples lives in our parishes and faith communities. 
When we celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation, we have a brief encounter with young 
people. It is always amazing how much you learn about young people in listening to them 
or by learning what they have done to prepare for this celebration. The idealism of young 
people is always impressive. They believe that anything is possible and that they can 
make a difference and change a world. I listen with awe to the stories that young people 
share about how important it was to be part of a group preparing to celebrate 
Confirmation. !
I also hear the questions and hopes of young people. Like so many of us when we were 
teenagers, today's young people wonder how the church might better respond to their 
needs. They ask the church to speak to the issues that are important to them and how the 
church might be more inclusive of young people. Yes, they also have questions about sin, 
sexuality, marriage, grace, ministry and a host of other issues. Yet, what is refreshing is 
their willingness to ask questions and take time to listen to a response if we spend time in 
talking with them.  !

The fragility of being young!
Seeing a group of young people walking together down the street or in a mall, most of us 
would not recognize the fragility that is part of being a young person today. Young people 
can experience loneliness in a unique way. They are subject to unique peer pressures with 
all the expectations that reflect the values of the youth culture today ranging from 
appearance to personality, from athletic ability to economics. It is difficult for many young 
people to live up to the projection of youth found in so much advertising today. There is the 
special challenge for young people in multicultural communities.  
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Anxieties are also part of being young today. It is difficult for some of us as adults to 
realize the incredible physical, psychological and emotional changes that take place 
during adolescence. At times, as parents and adults, we find it can be difficult to converse 
with young people, but often quality conversation occurs in silence and trust. It is good to 
remember that young people often mirror what is the best and worst in the people who 
have been part of their lives.!
I am amazed at the decisions that young people need to make and the disappointments 
that are part of their lives. High school seniors at 17 or 18 are applying for entrance to 
college that will determine their future. As young people go through this process, they 
know the excitement of the letter of acceptance and the deep hurt that comes with the 
letter of regret. Yet, again, I am always impressed with so many young people who face 
these realities with maturity and wisdom.  !

Life demands choices!
It is obvious that the choices young people make are critical for their future. It is wonderful 
to be able to celebrate their choice at this moment in time to accept the Gift of the Holy 
Spirit in the Sacrament of Confirmation. However, it is really important for parents, adults, 
and the parish community to make choices as well to affirm young people in our church 
and society today. !
In a society where violence, gangs and drugs are the background for stories on young 
people, we need to appreciate and respect the young people who are making the right 
choices. How do we affirm them? How do we support and encourage them? These are 
the questions we need to ask. Our answers could well determine whether the life and 
vitality so evident in young people today will come to fruition in ways that make a 
difference. May God's grace and peace be yours. !
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